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HIS ANECDOTE docsn't 
really have foo much to do 
with'rock and roll but, as 

an. introduction to this whole 
pantomime, it's s good as any. 

10 takes place in the world ‘ol 
contemporary ars.or. o be. more 
precise, that whole. post-Warbokan 
Sincturn whih has grown up n ths 
fair ity of London which depics the 
i 3% moee thap jost mere srcator 
o impired rie-aizc. 

Warhol, scc, with his supporting 
troupe of quas Juskics, homos, tan- 

_ sexuals, and other specics of all- e Highly ncrcting Bums 
scctred t0 set 2 procedea in 
herchy ecrsin o — 

ariy those. cevanating from the 
Viswals Side of the fence — should 
Bréak free from the Sinding fim 
tioms of the white-washed canvas in 
order to cultivate o reputation for 
being quosi-Macdiavellan socalitcs, 
drazging together an sbundance of 
el bk, st manbing 
e such 3 why 85 0 create whas 

The 1605 50 sl ehritened 3 
“Happen 

Andrew Logan, o cxample 
partculty beiliant artsculpor. 
i b, howerer, casly London's mort 
prodigous sugersocialite, throwing 

* parics and all manncr o arty paher: 
s ot any given whian of fancy and 

& 8 compuliary Callto.arms 
3 mbole st of London' rue - i 

1= by raed - he- g 
people. ofan's ycarly  pecede. 

e, A meth publ. ko & Kind of grand 
chual potiche of the whalk po- Taced Unrsbrite M Worl incus hich insviably deage afl e super 

Gucens, soper-poscan 4 the supes- 
s oo of the woodwork for 
ST of pabic proening aad general Pamboyaor exloes one-upmamhmy, 

T mcan, 115 fit oot oa” 10t 
one S e et rangely snouth. Andee Logan 
ity o b N, Worid panne 

year, Instcad 1976 saw the sculp- ke some bencsosent s 
g fi 

soctlie drag (ubether by ecdent or 
design) when in February of his year 
he By invited the el hovies 
from _ thase erlands 
wherln sands he'dread "Se5 " dhop 
0 moce of ks Lake oner onc of hi 
curanagns. Mool Melaren. 
the S, £, was pudi 
& tecnage rock groep called the Sex 
Fistols, s the evening's eotcrtain. 
ment for the Lagan Sei 

Towas. indeed, something of 3 chac- 
sic encouster. Logan's premives — 4 
Biakly fxated spacious ft situated 
in the deserted s hark-land (roetices of 
Shadthames  —  were  somchow 
mtantly tranlocmed o 3 Nghly 

ive biting-ground for 
2'Xind 51 seviheic ging wartare: On 
one sde was the by now loag cstib- 
bl Gogan St — 2 prowlng rray 

stagaating lounge-lirard males an 
prcdsiorydooking. feris i of 
wham having s0 camesly colinated 
30 air of heawy-duty emnu that they 
Tooke ke they spemd the majority of 
their waking hoars excoased in an 
gpam den cven thocgh drigs are so 
mecocably pou 

“And then there was the “Sexsbop. 
faction. They were quite sy 10 el 
because of their chosen uniform: all 
Garty jetblack dyed haie plus an 
abandance of Jeather. fipped T-shirts 
aind 3 porticylar twist 10 the featares 
‘which broke open the old enngi death 
sk of Logan's wellscasoncd poscor 
bunch with 2 sart of insalar "don't 
mess uith me™ sense of tough. 

They. Iooked siightly  dineascd. 
morose in a_way that was 3001 10 
stard as 3 visual prototype for the 
stadard Bard-core beatal thuggish 
s of the Sex Pisto” mant select 
afiionados: safety-pins in the  left 
nostrl, missing cariobes. the works 

.+ The strange thing was, thosgh. 
that it sill kooked 10 be 3 posc — 
preity impressive but 2 pose novsthe- 
s, and s such € was just s sexless 
and desperate x5 Logan's washed-up 
crew 

The fannicst hing o a8 though 
was  actually_ooking at wo 
eeabrs B s das 
Bodh Logan ard MeLaren viually 
fad 3 lot in common. Both appeared 
totally - unimposiag,_fgarcs. shghtly 
awkward in a quaint, alwast Ole 
Warld (a5 oppascd to neurolic) way. 
Both scemed ightly cffeminate — 
certainly the very antithesis of the 
tughness at least ane of them, was 
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“Iggy Pop used to come 
in my shop ... Id tell him 
to get out. | thought he 
was a hippie then ” 

“A lot of kids feel 
cheated; that the music’s 
been taken away from 
them...” 

Tom Parker 

propozating by allying his consider. 
S encrgie o thi Angry. Vo N start s 

Wel, the Sex Pitoh 'ment have 
played three sels that night. They 

inded rough. shambling. ke young 
kids wha're 311 sell.conscioas and @ 

dsarientated by it al but who 
were deunk %0 it didnt mach matice 

They kepl play e e oo 
Kept coming up ard Johnay Rotien. 
wha peior o this performarce 14 
s comilereda presshy o 

oung Xid, delnered the sort of 
performance that weld ater capture P 

hwmn'-‘; MeLaren 1hat might left 
“the strongst imprcsion. ThS quiet 

ure i Left Rank e 
Tt bere and tevier Bk i 
ing "his boys” right at the back. Sure, 
he was wearing the black Jeather 
pants, but his wBole stgle, 10 this day., 
remains cssentially 2 total parados of 

initially conceived and mid- 

MERE WAS actually 3 time 
when Malcolm MeLaren toyed 
with the idea o fronting the Sex 

singer. Even took a bunch 
of sioging kessan fiom a vocal tulor 
until s 04 paranoa about him being 
100 0M ot the beter of bim and be 
dropped the whola thing. 

This was hack in the summer of 
1974 when he was up and looking for 
new directions far rock, having just 
feturned from somedling, like. mine 
years_of todal diisierost in the 
Contemparary toing and (ro-ings of 
the music. He gave up listeaing to 
anything “ncw™ in 1964 after hiving. 
gotten borcd by the Rolling Stones 
Whom he'd followed from thels incep- 
tion ia Richmosd. This means in 
cffect ho missed out on Dylan, the 
Beatles, the  Who, _psychedela, 
Wosdaiers pety el eryhing 

the ycar 1973 when he encoun- 
ered he New Yock Dol who: by b 

. “otally captured my 
Contact with rock had 
sl through this nioc. 

year sabhatical n a total comraitment 
e sl he Tedé 

Tor. e while 30 art schoal 
ke set abost making ; oy Pt 
R e e 
bomafide Emish rocker, 1t was (he 

financial difficultics which prevented 
the fila’s . compietion - that - moved 
MelLaren 10 explore the idea of opens, 
ing 3 sbop i he Kings Road area o 
deal mainly in oid *S0x rock records 

eth to Let If Rack in the. 

y Pop'and 
James Wilkamson wxed o come in all 

Jlme e Saogec xove ol 
poiot bascd in - London. 
Sommanaly ju ot the Falham o 
runeing - parallel o the L.0R. 
premises, " and - recording R 
Power') askiag for such-and-such 3 
record. 14 eli ‘em 1o get our. | 
hough they werea coupe ol e 
hippics the 
“The Phamin® Groorics and the 

MCS were aho among the clienteke of 
Let i Rock. 

11 took the Dol to 
headaround, s0t0 speak. | me: 
day 0 never beaed of 
belore . . but they all troeped in 
the hop i heir Highvhecled shoes 
ol | immetay 5 oy 
impresied by the way.they handicy o ean e wore o8 
these Teds “angin' sroand ihi 
what the hell aré these gecrers doing. 
“ere? But the Dolls didn's carc at al 
David (Johamssen) just went ahead 
and tried on 3 dripe jacket whi 
Johnny (Thunders) was ovee by the 
JokePox_ loking for some Edde 
Cochran records. . . . 1 was really 
tken aback. 

When Melaren weat over 1o New 
York later that year (1973) he struck. 
up a friendship with the band, even 
though e was stll fotally disin- 
teresied in the po s 
thean e and even when the 
played Bim an acctate of their frst 
record, Be was Tef niialy completely 
<old by it all. 

“Then, bocause w were fricnds by 
this time, 1 decided t0 g0 see 5 
when they played at Biba's and cren 
though yet again the mus fasked to 
hit me, T was really impressed by the 
wiy they carried  themielves 
omtage.” 
So'mach 5o that he followed the 

and aver 10 witnes hei oncerts i 
"It was & gig they did for Luxem- 

bourg radio” and Suddenly 1 wis 
compietely wan ovcr. Singlchandedly 
the Dol re-opencd my awareness for 

‘what coatemporary rock mesic hid 1o 
offer. 1 must say that 3s far_ as I'm 
‘cancerned they were the groop — the 
single most insportant rock band. 

y were certainly. the prime 
vors betind wbars haprening 

. with the Pistols and 

Dalls . 

Ml aren 

Almost, See, 
1975, the New Yoik Dall e nd 
reputation had degencrated so swiftly 
that it was quite iterally impossble (o 

ight forward thres.minute 
m urban situations and . . - 

e thing . - 
ccally s that the Dalls could never 
ply grent. Thars what seporared 
them from all the sest. Like, (6¢ me. 
the DOBs are far more relevard thas 

y. To me. lggy was just o confinua- 
toon of the Doors, really — far more 
Intalar and. ermiions 
1o ot unfortmste that wilh the 

. well they were just 00 far 
e of ik e e 
: actually 
Dolls” manager for something ke siv 
months wheh the focmer retumed to 
New York havi tircd of the whole 
ondon_seéne - tempor 

outict of 1975, He af 
never possessed any conscious plans 
10 manage the group or cven 1o work. 
with them o any level, thoegh one 
thing led to anocher and 
anyway, the Dolls-MeLaren faison is 
ool the happiest of 
sagas for reasons almast (00 inpumer- 

o el ey et 

 the main thing 

became  the. 

business 

givning of 

et e Gt the- e, 
Teportedly wat forced to 
ity by Baia 

Iad 5 Snyhere thrcugh u..,.fif Daies Wt air MeLaren 
finance the 
0 resort to 

aboge of the Jowest variety: meni 
€.5. window cleaning. 

n members” 
IRST, MALCOLM had to 
administer 10 certai 3 
porsonal problems. by piacing 

both drumecr Jerry Nolan and bssist 
Arthar Kane into hospitals for detox- 
ification cures, the latier for acohol 
i, the formet for heroin addiction. 

“This traumatic process 
he then sct abost trying 1o 

completed. 
rextage the dreadedimnge. tt van curtenly 

hanging 
an alfatress’ rotting carcaw” 

ound the band’s neck like 
The 

New York scene, by this 
loog since 
1oots and thrft shop glad 
in favor of the st 

e, 
ed of the whole. phl’mm 

g 
ool 

Smigme for the. Dotk mage bight Came o wih the careme otom of 
ailying the band_ with a_heavy 
MarxiLCommunit inoge. The ol 
Barueer and sickle emblerm flag was 
burg bel 
band were drssed in a o 
patent keather. 

The also drove the band 

ind the amplificrs while the 
forrs of fed 

to come up 
with virteally 3 completely rew reper- 
witc vl & the underrated Syl 
Sylain for most of the  melodic 
impact_ while Johanssen, 
respondded with the lyrics. 

Mclaren  mansged 

) 38 over, 

THE SEX PISTOLS, 1. to r. Paul, Jobm, Glew, & Steve, Centre, half hidden, Nils, 
i perional assistant, RAY STEVENSON 
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bf The B3 

“Anarchy is self-rule — 
it’s the same attitude that 
Eddie Cochran had 
probably.” 

ha 
Ro! 

“The violence is bound to 
enisn’tit2 Rock and 

is a violent music...” 

ot 3 nanotst of sutable gigs for 
1 b 0 lay. the vt prosncnt 
of wi ~— @ session at Manhattan's Hippodtome. Cioh == s to this ty Ve heing the Dol ine hgh 
ol of 1 
1 was ridiculous. though. | mean, 

ere 1 V3 Iying 10,31 aBolF new imbgefor e . Difs  with  thiy Commmunist trp and, ofcourse, ll the 
M were giing Snpiiows. Like, Lia Rebinio vasying | wascrary st o bt v s g 
1000 with e T rememverLeany 
Kiye. coming up.1 Josmcn alicr 
the Hippodrome gig and saying bow 
STeat the Dotk hod payed bt ahat be 
Souldes wrte anything because L Robinson. 4t ke” me and 1he 
image 3 ot VL aren viewed the roge, by the 
vy, & i someihing éxtreme Uit o el 19 e 
53 Doty image 

The Dk finally broke 
Flonda when Thenders and 
RomesiK for the more. perniioa fleences of New York Ciy: jut 
voped and et the hand hall way et 3 e ng b <rpg through e chb Cnpage 
Emhvond, s w1 Lok 
maybe two wecks et 
Upon hi retorn, el aren decided 10 overe the acivibes of aquanctod 

Shepherds. Pk tecmagens hed 
Cocbuntered for some year rough s eaings wih the shop (which hd 
g since dropped 1 Let It Rock™ 

handie — as well a8 “Too Fast To 
ice. Too Young To Die,”  phrase 

that he'd Bl fom the bk o ome 

shop's maintenance in bis absece. 
The youths had collctively been 

attempring 10 start a tock group, 
having_irtaallyripped off " what 
amownted 10 3 compiete P.A. system 
plos instruments picee by piece, over 
3 period of maybe two years. Al this 
time the Gurfit — which may o may 
not have called themseives Swankers 
— comsisted of Paul Cook oa drums. 
Giean Mtk on bas. e 

ve Jones as the simpee and & 
yer Caed Waly wEo ooked 

e goodnaturcd HHank B 
Marvin with a Ron Wood haircut 
Jones possexsed a decent enough 

voice — i fact be sang uncanilly kke 
his idod Steve Marriot bat was s sell- 
comscious as a straigMfonard singer {he wosid jus stand gy sl e 

a1 his fect, a8 1 rocalf that he was 
a3 g lo work ow on 

almost a3 3 peop. Within three 
ot howorer s st ws 
guitarplaycr proved - prnisiag 
T bE morc or s took et e 
main gutar_chores, - allowi 
nortinae Wally, o viually wes 
something of yor proverbialeye sarc, 
o b ousie fom the Anc-up, A1 
ren somehow secmed determined fo 
Work with the band. donatiag. the 
name Sex Pitods for sarters and forc- 

MEET MALCOLM McLAREN. He 
runs a shop called “SEX”. He 
manages a group called THE SEX 
PISTOLS. e sincerely believes 
that he and his band represent, in 
some curious way, the uture of 
Rock and Roll. 
NICK KENT (who used to he the 
future of Rock and Roll himself) 
uncovers the whole sordid 
business. 

‘PENNIE SMITH just takes pictures. 

ing them into some sort of organised 
b e 

Replacements for the wafortunaie 
Wally were searched for. with fttlc 
success while MeLaren concerned 
himself more with inding a singer and 
front.man. After a coupie of faic 
starts. MeLaren disconered » bizarre- 
Tooking youth lurking in hes shop and 
answenng simply 10 the name of 
John. whose visaal Bore am uncanny 
reserbance 1o <ary Rihard Hell 
Atked wheiher he cookd wing, the 
south promply “performed " in {ront 
of the shop juke-box jn. such an 
animated fashion that - e wis 
Deomptly offered the gig 
The characicr was a big Lou Reed. 

fan acd immediatcly et about re- 
writing Iyris 10, the few sougs the 
band had written. (As & matier of 
trivialiterest, the pre-Rotten enseen- 
i had regularly rchearsed such mid- 

ish pop okdics but-gocdis as 
fations’ =B 

Buttercup.” the 
Day Wichoet Lox 
By and s lethors of o Whe and 
Small Faces soaps). Witkin 3 few 
wecks, the addition of one Johnny 
Rotter 1o the S il b aused 
soch astounding peogress that Mel.a- e confienly ericd ha the later 
was the Best thing about the group 

“The colieetive were unded i the 
bostful avscrtion that they were to 
the Bay City Rollers what ihe Stones 
were 10 the Beatles. 

Then there was the fint gig 

S e et S e Abrgecs 
witnessing the band and cnded up 
ghing the Sex- Pistols theie finst 
review. Apees . ie deluge 

= EMT o Aarchy. ‘' Simg 
Hdfellows — and al th 

Gigs . ¥ke Logan's party and an 
% siempt v, pying the [CA 

were just Mclaren 

“From the start | realised that the 
Pistols. a5 3 hand were o1 relevant 
strictly for the mesic. That was in fact 

rehitc fo, | mean, whea we played ihe 

109 Clus Ball the sudience we were 
attracting wetc Kids who normally 
wouldve. been over the rasd at the 

who'd left them hehiod becuse thone 
2cts B Just got 100 Big, (o0 distant, 
and_who'd ‘ended wp going 1o 
discotheques just for something to do. 
where there was this excuse for & 

* scene, A far as 1 could see they 
weren't particularly ingo disco musi 
Tt was just somewhere 10 go. But now 
thicy've got the Sex Pitols — theyve 
£01 Ui image, this Jook, an attitude 
to* relate . They. can’ both apply’ 
Themsehves ani reiic; 

“Qutside London? Well, he Pistols 
have played mayte frty ig 
tround the * coust 

o () 1 el aghe). 1 mean, we s 
sig there and the promoer admited 
hat his club had mever been fulie, 
that therc’d not been anc bad incident 
all night and yet hesill woukdnt hook 
us Rack 2nd take any more acts ke 
us. Promoters — they've been var 
o encnies realy: 

but 210 up in the North there 
arc 3 bunch of s whoe Lept i 
toach throagh buyieg magarines ke 
“Club Tuternational,” That's became 
there was 3 geezc there who'd ahways 
featare photo spreads of our clothes. 
i these . really heavy situstioen. 
Bloody bloke with his head in an oven 
wearin’a poi of my trousers (laughs). Sime che n an i sk The 
bioke " Killed  himse  cveatually, 
jomped out of 3 train. 

“The ewence, 1 think, of the rela. 
thonskip betucen us a0d our audicose 
is the same thing exactly 35 the Dolls 
The Pistols don't play great and as 
such, a ki in the sudience can relate 
w0 that. Tle an think Yeah, | can 
possbly play that There's that prox. 

A Nid can visualise: himself 
up there on stage. Kids can't 

relstc 10 1d Zeppehn: . all thase 
barricrs, beg auditoriums - . rdical. 
ous. I got vt of hand 
S B fundamentally a 
cang people’s music, fight, And a ot 
S0 fee cheated. They el it the 
music’s been 1aken away from them 
by that whole_over 25 audience. | 
mean, there’s this incredible antagon- 
nen_ coming from those oider hands 
100, against the Sex Pistols. Bands 
ke Wings, Queen . . we've had 
rows with them and they're full of 

IO".O. : 
those mierabe cxces for, hem: 
sehves. Iv's pat 

Fromoteh: abko, Mot cuaclly 
given McLasen and the Pivtol aneasy | 
. Starting with the lkes of Jokn 
Curd (who reportedly threw McLarcn 
‘dawn the stairs of his office in & it of 
rage some months back), right 
through 1 the Danny O'Donovams 
and Frederick Banisters, the word & 
ot tha the Pisils ave Kad ncws- 

reputation for 
directly cassing ugly scenes. Acualy. 
the Pistols' position when actua! i 
denes of viokaee fave ocnted 
‘makes for something of x moot paint. 
Certsinly s become appareet n the 
past the certisnmacmbers of_the 
Pistots” immediate_cntourage have 
been dircetly responsible for causing 
some _protty unpicasant  incideats 
Vivien, McLaron's old lady. sparked 
off oo¢ particularly brutal beating at 
the Nashville, for exampie, while Sid 
Vicious, appareaily Jobany Rotiea's 
best mate, Bas lived up 10 his name o 
several_cccasions aitacking virtual 
Inocerts with a rusty bike chain ot 
Pivols' gigs. 

Rotten’s personal imvobement in 

* ansuspecliag patrons, wing, the ke ol Vicous to creme the temsis. 
Mctaren paturally  denis  such 
charges, though his statemcats -on 
viokose at his band's concerts are 
rather facik 0 say the kast 

‘s bownd 10 happen:inait? 
. rock and ol s 4 Wiolest 

music. 113 abowt pent-up frustcations 
0 peessures. about young kick who 
5 clen natinly el tomards 
siolene: anywa -1 don’ 
Think wolepce s cver ok 0wt of 
hand at a Pistols conccrt,’ 

Rock 1 ofl, however, s NOT 
about young, ehicks losing their eyes 
e o th trape oukcents f the 
100 Cub Punk Rock Fesial gigs 

o some goon hrew 3 s a0 
pillar. 1t smkhed, and o g shued' 
s e Itsoodipd o 
Tose the sight of one 

‘Goe wonders i € Mclaren and 
the Pisols arc aware of all the poss: 
le_conmotations backing. up their 
‘choscn stand 5 ccnage anafchiss. 
“Anarchy I The U.K." s the chosen 
mtroductory <all 1o arms, and it a 
term on which MeLaren scems 0 hokd 
rcat aith — jus the right inflara 
ory sdogan 10 grant the Pistols fotal 
Tftolf, 

“Well, thar's what they belicve 
Anarchy & seil-ruse. 1 think all kids 
arc amarchiss vl they get dragsed 
nto the system.” 

Bot_surcly. 1 counter, MeLaren 
st be aware of the possible (addom 
fmhercat in such a stance and — given 
hat ol the more  simpcion- 
ofenicd an poing oL uh . . 
e el kil 
wpat «mw shocked that | showid 

o e gsion s 2 stnce 
ve beca Lying mach R gy o Kt shas 

s 
simple atttude, 1ty the same atitud 
1hink, tat e Cochian ecbably 
had, that anyreal rock and rolies ha 
1 just sec it s & reaction against the 
st five years of stagaaton, Wriiag 
song Ik “Anarchy’1n The UK " 
detiitly s satcment of ient — s 
hard 10 33y something comstroctie in 
rock these daye. It's 3 call to ares o 
the kide who believe ey strongly 
that tock and roll was taken away 
from them. And now its coming 
tack. “Anarchy In The UK s 
statement of sel-rul, of i 
independence, of do-i yourse, ul 
maely. 
And 5o it goes. 
For an anarchist, MeLaren isstilla 

ilomat. All the other 

3 ke having an areny boband you. 
ik be dio consden, the mas of 

cdia gush on the punk.rock 
™ a5 well 

= well, ket say, the 
biggest change that v noticed s that 
insicad of youag people having to 
Tistca to.their chicrs, the elders are 
now having o lsicn (o the young. 
Thar’s what thes scene i all 3bo. - 
Maoim MeLaren f tweoty-cight 

years okt A meal fiend called *The Cotonel Tom- Parker of the 
Blank gencratron . . . he's such & 
fanatc that be cant ail 

Johony Thunders has a. simpie 
deseripton T the greatest con-man hat 
Tye ever met. 
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