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Never-Before-Seen Clash Photos
Uncovered!
 MATT WALLIS % NOVEMBER 24, 2020 & PUNK NEWS

Rock Photographer Steve Rapport has discovered a ‘Clash
treasure trove’ of long-lost photos. He shares his exciting
archival Ends exclusively with Punktuation!

ock Photographer Steve Rapport recently discovered ‘punk treasures’ as he dug through

boxes of his archived photos – many of which sat forgotten, gathering dust in his garage for

years.

As reported in Punktuation, back in July, Steve rediscovered amazing photos of Joe Strummer taking

part in the 1983 London Marathon.

“The boxes were from a photo agency that I had asked to return my archives, Steve explained when

we last spoke to him. “When I opened the first box and saw all these photos of Joe I actually think I

burst into tears.”

CHECK OUT: Unseen photos of Joe Strummer running London Marathon Here

However, fast-forward a few months and a few more boxes of rediscovered contact sheets and

negatives later, Steve’s latest finds are just jaw-dropping.

The first rediscovered set of photos capture The Clash playing at Tiffany’s Nightclub (formerly the

Locarno Dancehall and now the City Library) in Coventry on 28th November 1978. The tour was in

support of their second album release ‘Give ‘em Enough Rope’.

“The quality of these photos aren’t great,” Steve admits. “I was just a student. I snuck my camera past

security and just secretly snapped away. They’re raw, and I guess really just fan photos, but I like the

feel of them.”

Next out of the dusty cardboard ‘boxes of punk’ are more Clash rarities – this time from the 30th July

1982 playing at The Fair Deal in Brixton (now O2 Academy).

This show eventually turned out to be the very last Clash gig in London with Mick Jones in the band.

Things had begun to disintegrate right before the release of ‘Combat Rock’ when drummer Topper

Headon was fired because of his heroin addiction. Strummer, Jones and Simonon soldiered on with

Terry Chimes reclaiming the drum stool. However, the friction within the band was beginning to boil

over around the time of this Brixton gig.

Jones and Strummer, the creative forces in the Clash, were starting to head in different directions. No

one outside of the band’s inner circle knew just how poisonous things were becoming.

“I remember it just being a brilliant gig,” Steve says, who was there as a fan but also taking photos

for the UK weekly pop/rock newspaper Sounds.

“Rediscovering these photos is great – Sounds only published a couple of them of course, but

looking through the old contact sheets I’ve discovered some really amazing shots that have never

seen the light of day.”

Steve says he still has hundreds of contact sheets to sift through.

“It’s so exciting finding all these hidden gems. They really capture that moment in time. I am

discovering more photos daily. I am about to rescan some incredibly cool Beki Bondage and Vice

Squad photos and I have come across brilliant Bow Wow Wow photos on tour in the USA. I can’t wait

to share them,” Steve enthuses. 

Keep your eyes peeled – Punktuation will bringing you more of Steve’s ‘punk finds’ as he delves into

more unopened boxes in the coming weeks.

Framed prints can be purchased from Steve website (link below). A perfect Christmas present idea!
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Stay up to date with Steve Rapport Photography
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Matt Wallis

I’m a London born and bred music journalist, a mediocre bass player and the occasional
strummer of the guitar. In the ’80s I worked in recording studios and made a few records you’d
probably recognise. I have written a couple of books and made the odd media appearance as a
music commentator. I now call Brisbane home.

www.mattwallis.com.au/
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SUPPORT PUNKTUATION!
Did you know that we are 100% DIY? We run our
own game. No one dictates to us, and no one
drives what we can or cannot put on our pages –
and this is how we plan to continue!

If you enjoy reading Punktuation please consider
supporting us with a regular donation each month.
Every contribution, however big or small, powers
our DIY journalism and sustains our future.
Thank You For Supporting Independent Music
Journalism!
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GET YOUR BAND SEEN

If you want your band featured in Punktuation
mag’s Unzipped simply click here, fill in the form,
upload your photos, a bio and/or audio file and
you will be in the running to have your band’s
name up in lights!
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New Jersey punks Scary Hours are back
with a new album that encapsulates the
sound and spirit of hardcore punk:
https://www.punktuationmag.com/scary-
hours-release-new-alb…/
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On the day of Greg Norton's Cancer Op, The
Mahones and UltraBomb's Finny McConnell
Opens Up to Punktuation About Greg's "battle of
his life."
"...if you get cancer, you gotta go fix it right away
'cause cancer waits for no one. That's why
UltraBomb jus...

Really vital interview with Finny McConnell in
@punktuation_mag about bandmate Greg
Norton's cancer operation and how he and the
band are coping. Speedy recovery Greg. X ❤
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Pinched this London Calling 12” Maxi-single
that’s stamped with “Property of CBS. For
Demonstration Only. Not For Sale” from CBS
Records in 1988 when working at their recording
studio in Whitfield Street London. For the life of
me, I can’t remember who I was recording.
#THECLASH
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