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ON'T G\E'EM ENOUGH ROPE!

THE CLASH ARE THE MOST PoPULAR PUNK-RoOCK
GRov? IN ENGLAND (ALSO THE M0ST POPULAR ROCK GROVP-
PERIOD - BEATING THE STONES, ZEPPELIN, ETC. IN  NEW
MUSICAL EXPRESS. SOUNDS + RIPPED + TORNS READERS “PoLLS-

OUR EQUNALENTS {0 ROLLING STONE, CIRCUS 4+ PUNK -ED.'S NOTE )

THE CONCERT

| NOTICED AS MANY
AS PUNK-~ROCKERS AND
THE BEGINNING OF -TH
To “THE END ALL OF .
WERE STANPING gl\l -1,;_'.&:_"3‘ SE
MELLING AND DANC

THE CRAMPS OLENEl
SHOW. THEY WERE —TE =T
THOUGH | HAD NEVER
THEM BEFORE THEY PLAY
ROCKABILLY. THEY WENT o
GREAT Esprf‘_,\\ LY FOR A N‘
UNKMNOWN GROUR

JHEN 8O DIDDLEY OPENED
NEXT. HE WAS TERRIBLE. | WAS
EXPECTING FATS PoMINO AND
THEN | REMEMBERED WHO Ro
"L DLEY WAS. HE CAME OUT AND

NED UP For '—'l\.\[-h'T\J MLN TES
AW KEPT :
MIKE GOING “AR
THIS 1<E T THE HIPPIES
MADPI AFTER A WHIL )
THEY BEGAN YELLING HOT ‘I'uNA"'
“ERIC CLAPTON" “YEAW!" THE
HE GOT AN ENCORE LONGER -'._L:._;,_\.‘:
HIS SET.

THOUGHT ALL THIS WoOULD
BUT A DAMPER ON EVERYONE'S
EXCITEMENT BUT IT DIDN'T
THEY STARTED WITH “I'M 50
BORED WITH THE USA. IDDNT
LIKE IT AS A SONG To START WITH
BECAUSE |T's ANTI-AMER|CA AND
THEY'RE PLAYING IN AMERICA
SO IF Mgy DON'T LIKE T WHY
PP THEY COMERTHERE WERE A
WHOLE BUNCH OF FLAGS BEHIND THEM,

.151' i |




BELOW PHoTO BY

L~ TOPPER HEADON- PRUMS

“THE INTERVIEW

THIS Took PLACE AT AN INDIAN
RESTAURANT oN EAST 54th STREET
CALLED *GAYLORDS". | PoN'T
KNOW WHY THEY CHoSE THIS JOINT.
IT WAS WAY Too PARK “To SEE
ANYTHING AND THERE WAS A LoT
OF INPIAN FOOD. ONE GOOP THING
WAS FREE COKES, | GOT ABOUT

TEN.

WE WERE ONLY GOING To GET
To TALK To THE MEMBERS 0OF THE
CLASH 6ME AT A TIME., ME AND
JoHN (HOLMSTROM -£95 NoTe ) DIDN'T
FIND THIS OUT UNTIL THE VERY LAST
SECOND. | HAD NO QUESTIONS PRE
PAREP FOR THE PRUMMER NICKY
HEADON WHO WAS THE FIRST quy
WE TALKED To,

NAZIS IN WORLD WAR TWO?

TOPPER- NO.

JOLLY- NO® |

TOPPER- NO, M Too MUCH OF A CoWARD
| WOULDN'T FIGHT IN ANYONE'S WAR

JOLLY- OH, THEN You -You WOULDN'T
FIGHT THE COMMUNISTS IF YOUR
COUNTRY...

ToPPER- 15SSH! | WOULDN'T
FIGHT ANY WAR FoR ANYONE.
D FIGHT FOR MESELF -LOOK
AFTER MESELF

JdoLLy - DD You THINK You GOT
WORSE SINCE YOU STARTED?

ToPPER- IN WHAT WAY?

JOLLY- 'CAUSE | HEARD ALL THESE
BIG- YKNOW - SAID THAT You
WERE THE GREATEST BAND EVER
FROM ENGLAND.

TOPPER- WE ARE.

JOLLY-BUT- LIKE - | SAW THE SHOW
LAST NIGHT AND T WASN'T 50-
SO GREAT :

TOPPER - THEN DON'T Do THE
FUCKIN' INTERVIEW, THEN,

(EXITS.)
JOLLY- GEE! SOME PEOPLE ARE

AWFUL TOUCHY! OH, WELL
| GUESS THATS THE END OF
THAT!

\ FELT BAD FOR BLOWING <THE
INTERVIEW S0 | WENT OVER AND
APOLDGIZED AND HE GRUDGINGLY
ACCEPTEDR

THE NEXT GUY WE TALKED To
WAS PAUL SIMENON THE BASSIST ofF
THE GROUP | REAP THAT HE'S
SUPPOSEPD To BE VERY LINELY BVT
| GUESS ALL THE INTERVIEWS WERE
GETTING To HIM. ANOTHER BAD THING
WAS THAT THERE WAS ONE RooM-
LIKE A BUFFET ROOM “THAT ENERY-
BODY WAS TAKING TURNS ARoUND THE
TABLE \NTERVIEWING THEM OME BY ONE
THE ROOM \WAS FULL OF PRESS ANP
ENGLISH PEOPLE WHO WERE ON THE
CREW | GUESS, | SAW THE Homo WRITER
FROM HIGH TIMES THERE TAKING
PICTURES, | TIDN'T RECOGNISE ANY OF
THE OTHER. PEOPLE BUT THE NIGHT
BEFoRE AT -THE CONCERT JOHN ToLD
ME THAT ROBERT CHRISTGAU wAs
SITTING BEHINP Us AND FoR THOSE
OF YoU WHO WANT To WNOW WHAT
HE LooKS LIKE HE 1S MAYBE THE
UGLIEST PERSON I'VE EVER SEEN
AND I'M NOT KIDDING EITHER,

BOB GRUVEN
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PAUL SIMENON-BASS GUITAR

ANYWAY BACK To PAUL SIMENON

HE SEEMEP VERY TIRED AND NERVOU:

DURING THE INTERVIEW BUT EVEN
50 He SEEMEP FRIENPLY AND
LIKEABLE.

JOLLY- PO You LIKE Disco S

PAUL - SOME OF (T. THAT YM.C.A.-
THATS PRETTY GooR

JOHN- Do You UNDERSTAND WHAT
THEY'RE SINGING ABouT?

PAUL-YEAH, | KNOW WHAT THEVRE
SINGING ABOUT.

JOLLY-1T'S FUNNY 'CAUSE THEY GO oN
TN AND EVERYBODY THINKS THEYRE
JUST SUPPOSED To BE REAL, REAL
MEN - AND ALL THE GIRLS LIKE
'EM - THEY THINK THEY'RE
SERIOUS.

PAUL - WE SAW 'EM IN PARIS WHERN
WE PLAYED THERE - SOME PLACE=-
IT'S SUPPOSED —To BE The EQUIVALENT
OF STUDID Sy -

JOHN- THE PALACE,

PAUL - YEAH, WE SAW 'EM THERE
AMD 1T NAS GREAT/

JOLLY -WHAT DID You Do BEFGRE
YOU GOT IN THE GROUP

PAUL-WELL, | WAS IN AN ART COLLEGE
| GOT REALw BORED THERE... IT'S
A LOAD oF BALLOCKS ANYWAY- BUT
| WAS REALLY LUCKY 'CAUSE LIKE
| TRED To GET INTO AN ART
COLLEGE BUT | DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH
QUALIFICATIONS SO0 | WORKED IN
A FACTORY FOR ABouT A YEAR AND
GOT SOME MONEY TOGETHER - AND
THIS PRINATE ART COLLEGE ACCEPT-
ED ME ON THE QUALITY oF ME
WORK - CAUSE 1T WAS PRETTY GooD.

JOHN-WHY PID You LEAVE?

PAUL~| GOT FED UP SITTIN' INA
RooM TDABBIN' AWAY AT THE
THING - AND e 1N A Rock'N'RoLL
GROUP 15 MORE IMMEDIATE THAN
PAINTIN'- REALLY.

JOHN -WHAT WAS THE LoNDON 447

PAUL- THAT WAS JUST A REHEARSAL
GRoUP. THEY NEVER (20T OFF THE
GROUND oR MOTHIN!

JOLLY = WHO WAS 1N THAT OUT OF THE
CLASH?

PAUL- UM - MICK JONES, TOPPER WAS
N IT FOR A BIT-50 WAS | IN \T
FoR A BIT. | WAS THERE RIGHT AT
THE END WHEN |T BROKE UP. THEN
ME AND MICK WENT ofF ToGETHER,

JoLLy -How DID You START THE BASSY
PP You CHOOSE 1T?

PAUL- NO, 1 DIDN'T HAVE A CcHOICE.
| ALWAYS WANTED To BE A
GUITARIST 'CAUSE LIKE THEY'RE
ALWAYS THE ONES THAT ARE LIKE-
Y'KNOW TRY To BE ON THERE
EVERY NIGHT - WAAWAAWAWW/

OOLLY-0H- THAT'S WHAT You Do/

PAUL-YEAH - | PRETEND | PLAY A
GUITAR BUT ITS Too WEAVY- THE
BAGS, BUT GUITAR'S REALLY LIGHT.
LIKE WHEN MICK +J0E AIN'T
LOOKIN' I'LL PICkUP THEIR LEAP

GUITAR AND mx AZKKR“

\T'S REALLY LIGHT, THAT'S WHY |
WANT To BE A GUITARIST BUT
BASS 15 PRETTY EAsSY. IT's oNLY
GOT FOUR STRINGS - GO oUT AND
BASH |T ABOUT.

JOHN- YoU SAD You STARTED ouT
WANTIN' To BE AN ARTIST.

PAUL-THAT WAS THE ONLY THING

| COULD Po.

JOHN- ART 15 onNLY FOR RICH

PEOPLE Now.

PAUL - YEAH, THE oNLY WAY You cAN

BE AN ARTIST IS To BE AN OLP
BLOKE.ILL DO IT WHEN I'M ABOUT
EIGHTY. LIKE ART HAS GOME N
SUCH A FUNNY TIRECTION, NOBODY'S
SURE WHAT |T 15 OR THEY THINK
IT'S LEONARDO OR THAT FUNNY
STUFF WHERE THEY STICK THINGS
ON WALLS AND SPIT N THEM...

JACKSON PoLLOCKS PRETTY GooD.
\ ONLY GOT INTO HIS STUFF WHEN
| FIRST STARTED

JOMN- You USED To Do YourR GUITAR

IN WIS STYLE, RIGHT? AND YouR
CLOTHES!

PHoTo: ROBERTA BAYLEY

JOLLY- \.-JHAT DD You Do- PAINT
ON 'EM7?

PAUL- YEAY -WE USED To GET A SHIRT,
SIT DOWN ON THE GROUND - GET
THREE COLORS, AND SPATTER
TIKE JACKSON POLLOCK , PRETTY
SMART Y'kNOW- THAT WAS WHEN
WE FIRST STARTED - STENCILS
AND STUFF LIKE THAT.

JOHN- A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE ANTI-
BLONDIE FOR DOING A DISco
SINGLE. THEY SAY ITS SELLING oUT,

PAUL- ' THINK THATS A LOAD oF
BOLLOCKS REALLY 'CAUSE PEOPLE
SHOULD Do WHAT THEY WANNA
PO. 'M ALWAYS GONNA DO WHAT
| WANNA DO, AND | DoN'T CARE
WHAT PEOPLE THINK as:ﬂn:r \F

EY THINK 'M SELLIN' QUT-
ouGH SHIT

untw PO YOU THMK You'D EVER
A PISLO SONG®

PAUL - | DON"T “THINK S0- | DoN'T
THINK WE couLP PLAN 1T

JoLLY - ‘CAUSE You'p HWE To Do-
0OMW AH oM WAHO OMWAH coMWAH

PAUL-WE PO A LITTLE BIT ON
“CAPIToL RADIO”-JUST A LITTLE
BIT OF IT. YOULL SEE WHEN 1T
COMES OUT. PRETTY AMUSING,
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K AN EARLY PUBLICITY SHOT

JOE STRUMMER-NOCALS + GUITAR

THEN WE SPOKE To JOE JOE - YEAH, THEY'RE CAPITALISTS.

PLAYIN' WITH AN UNEXPLOPED BOMB
IF | MENTION THOSE THINGS BUT
175 BETTER THAN JUST GOIN' ON
LIKE THE RUBINODS ‘WHICH IS5 JUsT
BEIN' A PoP BAND., IT'S BETTER
'CAUSE LIKE WE'VE ALWAYS HAD THAT
SLANT FROM THE VERY WoRD Go.
WEVE COME 0UT WiTH A CRookED
ANGLE ON THIMGS THAT WASN'T
JUST BUBBLEGUM Rock. 'M VERY
CAREFUL To BRING THESE THINGS
OUT, 'CAUSE | KNOoW YOU'WE GOT B
KNOW WHAT You'RE DOING, 17
SHOULD BE MENTIONED,

ESPECIALLY GOWN' ALONG WITH ALL
THE OTHER STUFF-LIKE T'S REALLY
POINTLESS IN BRITAIN 'CAUSE ITS
A SMALLER CoUNTRY THAN HERE.
THE UNIVERSITIES ARE PUMPIN' OUT
GRADUATES IN FouR AND FIVE YEAR
COURSES AND THERE'S NOTHIN' FoR
THEM To PO.THEY CAN'T GET A JOB,
THEY'RE ALL GOIN' ON WELFARE,
AND THE ART ScHoOLS ARE PUMPIN'
oUT ART STUDENTS WHo BeECoME
ART TEACHERS To TEACH MORE
PEOPLE To BECOME ART STUDENTS
T0 BECOME ART TEACHERS To GET
MORE ART STUDENTS, IT'S UUST
ONE LoNG INSANE - 11's LIKE

IT'S JUST A FEEBLE CoMPLAININ'
NOICE,

JOHN-THAT'S ALL “YoU ARE?

JOE- ALSO-WERE A GoOD GROUR WE
CAN PLAY PRETTY GOOD, RIGHT,
MAYBE WE MAKE GOOD RECORDS
WHEN WE GET OUR FINGERS OUT
OF oUR BUTTHOLE, | WoULDN'T
SAY THAT WE WERE THE NEW
LEADERS OF THE - WHATEVER,
SOMETIMES PEOPLE TRY AND
PIN US - WE'RE THE NEW WHITE
HOPE - WE'RE THE GREATEST-
THATS NOT TRUE. WE'RE JUST
A GROUP - LIKE

BAM!
BAMY BAM!

WE DIDN'T GET To TALK To MICK
JONES WHO JUST FROM WHAT | KNOW
15 A GREAT GUITARIST. BY THE WAY
{ THINK THEY ALL PLAY THEIR
INSTRUMENTS GREAT. THE CLASH
ARE COMING BACK IN JUNE FOR
WHAT THEY SAY Wil BE A *PROPER
TouR" | THINK ©oF ALL THE PUNK-
ROCK GRoUPS THAT HAVEN'T MADE
IT YET THEY CoulD MAKE IT VERY

STRUMMER WHO |S THE MAIN LEAD
SINGER AND THE LEAPER OF THE
GROUP AND WRITER oF MOST OF THE
SONGS, JOE SEEMED MUCH MORE
LNELY THAN THE OTHERS ANP

ALS0 SEEMEV YERY SMART ALTHouGH

HE'S MISSING TooTH MAKES HIM
Lok FUNNY. | LIKED WM A LOT.
ALSO, COMPARED WITH THE DRUMMER
HE DIDN'T BRAG AT ALL, WHEN WE
TALKED WITH HIM |T SEEMED To
BE MORE OF A FRIENDLY CONNERS-
ATION.

JOLLY -You GET A LOT OF GIRLS®
JOE -NO, THIS TIME IVE GOT A
GIRL BACK HOME FOR THE
FIRGT TIME IN MY LIFE.
JoLLY - ARE You HONEST To HER

ON TouR?
JOE- YEAH.
JOLLY - THAT MUST BE HARD TTo
PO, THQUGH,

JOE-ND, UH- 1T's JUST THAT I'M
THE KIND OF GUY WHO LIKES O
BE ON WIS OWN ONCE IN A WHILE
AND AFTER A SHOW 1T5 BEST
JUST To RELAX,

JOLLY- Ud -WHAT'S ALL THIS
COMMUNISM JAZZ?

JOE-IT's KIND OF UH...NONE OF US
5 COMMUNISTS, RIGHT, | MEAN,

\ FEEL LIKE MAYBE I'M KIND OF

A RIP-OFF ARTIST OR A LIAR OR
SOMETHING LIKE THAT -THERE'S
A WORD FOR \T-

JOHN- A CON :

JOE -YEAH, THAT's LIKE A comaiNATioN
OF THE TWO... FIRST OF ALL LET
ME TELL You MY PERSOMAL PoLiTics
ARE AND HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AND
ALWAYS WILL BE To THE LEFT...

M NOT INTO FUCKING PEOPLE WORK-

ING AWAY IN FACTORIES POING
USELESS RBORING JOBS JUST FoR

JOHN - | DON'T THINK S0...CAPITALISM
\S A WAY OF DISTRIBUTING WEALTH.

JOE-YEAH! BUT LOOK AT THE WAM IT
OPERATES. TAKE 'N ENGLAND-

LORRY DRIVERS ON STRIKE, RIGHT?

JOHN-THAT'S SOCIALISM.

JOE-THEY WANT 60 QUID A WEEK,
WHICH 15 120 BUCKS WHICH AIN'T
NO FORTUNE, RIGHT? THEY HAVE
To GO ON STRIKE. EVERY DAY
THE NEWSPAPERS - FRONT PAGE-
“PREGNANT WOMEN THReWN OUT
OF HOTELS" “PICKETS GONNA STARVE
You ALL OUT BY YTHE MIDDLE OF
NEAT WEEK ' -*ToMORROW YOUR
SUPER MARKET wiL BE EMPTY
OF FOOD'- Yoy KNOoW -ALL THE
PRESS HAS PRINTED -STRIKE
STORIES JUST TO WHIP UP THE
FEELING OF - BRING N THE ARMY!
BREAK THE STRIKE' WHEN ALL
THOSE FUCKING GUYS WANTED WAS
60 Quid A WEEK AND THAT
To ME 15 THE WAY THE CAPIT-
ALIST SYSTEM WORKS.

JOHN- BUT YouRE TALKING ABOUT
NEWSPAPERS N A SOCIALIST
SYSTEM.

JDE - BUT WE AIN'T GoT NO SOCIAL-
15T SYSTEM IN ENGLAND. NowW
THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT SOCIAMIST
MILLIONAIRES. I'VE READ THAT
COUNTLESS TIMES! WHAT THE
FUCK 15 A SOCIALIST MILLIONAIRE 2

JOHN- ARE YoU AGAINST BEING RICH?
JOE-WELL, | MEAN, YEAH! | CAN'T

SEE HOW NO ONE MAN CAN BE
RICH STANDIN' NEXT To A GLY
AINT GoT ENOUGH To EAT...

JOHN - ' GoT ANeTHER QUESTION,~ou

PO KIND OF PLAY WITH PoLiTICAL
SYMBOLS AND VIOLENCE . Do You THRINK
You MIGHT BE PROMOTING A FORM
OF TERRORISM®,

SOME CUNT To TAKE THE RAKE JOE - (PAUSE) WELL, You KnowW, ANYONE

OFF,
BUT IDON'T WANT To SAY THAT
M A SOCIALIST oR THAT I'M A
COMMUNIST ‘CAUSE | FUCKIN' HATE
PARTIES AND PARTY DOCTRINE...
WHEN ANYBODY HAS A GREAT
IDEA THEY GO AND MAKE 1T A
MANIFESTO, A PARTY. LIKE |
DON'T WANT ANYONE TELLIN'
ME WHAT | GOTTA DO, RIGHT?®
S0 THAT'S WHAT 1T 1S, THE
COMMUNIST JAZZ -THE FACT
15 \WE ARE LEFT AND THAT WE
AIN'T INTO ANY SORT oF CAPIT-
ALIST SCENE LIKE IT'5 SET-UP
S0 THEY SAY WHAT THEY WANT
IN THE PAPERS, THEY CON
EVERYBODY AND THEY'WE GOT
CoNTROL OF THE MEDIA AND
THEY CAN SAY WHAT THEY WANT
You To THINK, A

QOHN- YOU THINK THATS CARITALISTY

WHO GDES INTo A TERRoRIST ACTiON
HAS GOTTA BE ON HIS OWN. HE'S GOT
T HAVE THOUGHT IT THROVGH.IT!S
SucH AN EXTREME ACTION- PULLIN'
OUT A GUN AND SHOOTIN - RIGHT,,
WE PLAY WITH THESE SYMBOLS
BECAUSE WE FEEL THERE'S SOME
KIND oF REALITY THATS OUR LOT.
WE'VE HAD EXPLOSIONS IN LONDON-
WAVES OF THEM.

JOLLY - FROM WHAT?
JOE- FRoOM THE |.R.A. THEY COME OVER

AND BomE LoMDoN BECAUSE THEYRE
TRYIN' To GET ATTENTION,THEY'RE
TRYIN' To GET SoME SUPPORT
FoR THEIR CAUSE-WHICH 15 THE
WRoNG WA 10 Go ABouT \T.

JoLLy-THEY SHOULD RAISE THER HAND!
JOE - ITS BECOME KinD oF A REALITY

FOR US.AND THAT'S WHY WE PEAL
WITH THESE PROPERTIES,You HAVE
1o BE A BIT CRAZY To BRING
THESE THINGS UR | KNoW I'M

POINTLESS. ALL WERE TRYIN'
To GO AWRRG! (PUNCHES WALL)

BAM! BAM! BAM!

BlG IF THEY KEEP ON,

1§

ABOVE -JOE DECIDES To TAKE A
STROLL AToP THE TABLE AT GAYLORDS
WHILSGT PERFORMING HIS LENNY BRUCE
IMITATION - PHOTO BY ROBERTA BAYLEY




