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The C Za, left, and ‘have new albums at '-to-take prices.
(4

agreement between the English and
American arms of its record company
and the band itself, a 10-inch disc
called “Black Market Clash” has been
released.

The record appears as part of Epic’s
Nu-Disk experiment, a $5.98 list price
series. 'ut rather than offering four
songs, the traditional extended-play
quantity, "Black Market Clash” has a
full album’s worth of material. The
songs were recorded between 1977 and
1980, and most had been released in
some form or another (singles, album

tracks) in England. But none had yet
been released here, so it’s a good buy

for the Clash fan.

It's a bit of a grab bag. The older
songs include the sassy,-sarcastic “Cap-
ital Radio One,” while “Cheat,” like
much of the band’s earlier material, is
intense, dour and angry. The more re-
cent songs reflect the Clash’s interest
in reggae music, with “Bankrobber-
Robber Dub” the highlight, with its
chanting, electronic effects and break-
away rhythms. A version of Toots and
the Maytals’ “Pressure Drop” is much
closer to the spirit of the original than
Robert Palmer’'s recent whitewash,
while a surprising interpretation of the
Booker T. and the MGs’ instrumental
“Time Is Tight” reinforces the similari-
ties between reggae and 1960s Ameri-
can soul music. “Black Market Clash”

1sn’t nearly as masterful as “London
Calling,” but it’s not meant to be. It
will, however, satisfy the appetites of
fans while the Clash works on its next

album, rumored to be a three-record
set, for release in early 1981.
X X x

By Wayne Robins

More music for fewer dollars is one
of the more concrete ways that Eng-
land’s best band, the Clash, expresses
its distaste for the vulgarity of capital-
ism and its sympathy for its minimum-
wage earning fans. (At least, that's the
way it is in England.) Earlier this year,
it released an album called “"London
Calling” which was a two-record set
that retailed for slightly more than the
price of one. Now, after months of dis-
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