REVOLUTION ROCK: No band has dominated
1980 like the Clash. They began the year with the
amazing double album, LONDON CALLING, and their
first U.S. hit single, "‘Train in Vain,'" then followed up
with a major tour. They stayed in the news during the
summer with the movie '"Rude Boy. Only a few
weeks ago, they issued a 10-inch bargain-priced
compilation of rare tracks, BLACK MARKET CLASH.
And suddenly here's another album — a triple set.

LONDON CALLING was considered the Clash's bid
for greatness — a successful one, judging by its ap-
pearance on many best-of-the-year lists. But SAN-
DINISTA! (CBS FSLN 1), a British import that will be
released here the second week of January, 1S even
more ambitious and eclectic than its predecessor.

For starters, there's ''The Maagnificent Seven,
with a funk beat similar to that of Queen s ""Another
One Bites the Dust.”” It's like nothing the Clash have
done before. The same could be said of ""'The Sound
of the Sinners,  a full-dress gospel song complete
with call-and-response singing by a huge choir.

Several cuts have downright pretty tunes: ''Rebel
Waltz,” which is just that, and "'Hitsville U.K.,"" a trib-
ute to-the British independent record scene on which
Ellen Foley, once Meat Loaf's foil on "'Paradise by
the Dashboard Light, ' shares vocals with the Clash's
Joe Strummer.

For politics, try the anti-draft “'The Call-Up™" ("‘It's
up to you not to heed the call-up ), or “"Washington
Bullets, " an indictment of American intervention in
Latin American revolutions. From it comes the al-
bum's title, a reference to the victorious faction in a
Nicaraguan coup. ''‘For the very first time ever . . .
there was no interference from America,”’ Strummer
sings. ""Well the people fought the leader and up he
flew/With no Washington bullets what else could he
do?"’

But the album’'s dominant sound 1S reggae, espe-
cially dub reggae. The Clash have been into reggae
since their first album, on which they covered Junior
Murvin's ‘‘Police and Thieves." On the singles that
followed LONDON CALLING (''Armagideon Time'
and "'‘Bankrobber,'”” both included on BLACK MAR-
KET CLASH), they started fooling around with dub
reggae, in which songs are remixed to bring the bass
and drums forward while the vocals and other instru-
ments are faded in and out and altered electronically.

In a sense, this is the least convincing aspect of the
Clash’'s recent music. For one thing, they don 't repro-
duce the reggae rhythm very accurately. On most of
their past efforts it didn't matter because they came
up with a loping beat that one accepted as their ver-
sion of reggae. And when that rhythm turns up here
on "One More Time it works just fine.

But when it's repeated on five or six other songs —
and on the dub version of each — it's a little hard to
take. The Clash don't have as much to offer in this
area as they might like to think.
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The Clash’s ‘Sandinista!’: one release to triple your listening pleasure.

Fortunately, their advagces in other areas compen-
sate. SANDINISTA! is the most elaborately produced
Clash album yet — and the first self-produced.
They ve used the studio to create a much more com-
plex sound than is possible on stage. Mickey Gal-
lagher, the keyboardist from lan Dury's Blockheads,
who appeared on LONDON CALLING and the accom-
panying tour, plays an even larger part on this album.
Dury's sax player, David Payne, is on hand as well,
as are more than a dozen other guest musicians,

The album is full of non-musical production touches
as well, from radio announcers to braying church-
men. At one point we hear Gallagher's young daugh-
ter singing a few bars of ""The Guns of Brixton' from
LONDON CALLING — no children's song! — and
later there is a full-length rearrangement of ''‘Career

Opportunities’ from the first Clash album, sung by

Gallagher s two sons.

It's iImpossible to sum up these three records — 36
tracks in all — In this space. | can’'t even make the
standard argument that it should have been edited
down to one or two discs, since they re offering the
album at a relatively low price.

The U.S. version of SANDINISTA! will cost just a
little more than a single album, according to Epic.
Even at import prices, the album sells for less than
some stores are charging for Bruce Springsteen's
two-record THE RIVER. Either way, this album and
this band are qoing to cast a larae shadow in 1981 .
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