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Remembering 100 nights of Punk at London's Roxy
nightclub

When punk kicked off in the late Seventies, almost every venue in the UK banned the sound from the

stage. So when lifelong partners Andrew Czezowski and Susan Carrington wanted a venue to promote

the punk band they managed, Generation-X, they had to actually own one. They took over a seedy

underground club in Soho called Chaguaramas from its owner, a one-handed gay barrister, and re-

named it The Roxy. Two weeks later, The Clash were booked for the club's launch, and everyone from

Mark Bolan, "the godfather of punk", to Led Zeppelin flocked to the club. Virtually every single act who

played at The Roxy walked away with a record deal. And yet, despite such success, The Roxy was a

short lived affair. More specifically: 100 nights. Mick Jones from The Clash called this brief but glorious

period: "The life span of punk." After that, Andrew and Susan were booted out, and the spirit of punk

moved on. Now, the couple have released the world's first duography, The Roxy Our Story: The Club

That Forged Punk In 100 Nights Of Madness, Mayhem And Misfortune (Carrczez, £20) which uses

newspaper clippings, gig posters, old photographs and excerpts from the couple's respective diaries to

chart the rise and fall of punk at The Roxy. Today, a plaque outside the former club (41-43 Neal Street,

Sven Dials) will be formally unveiled by special guests, and tomorrow, a free punk exhibition, "Fear

And Loathing At The Roxy", will run for two weeks from 26 April to 10 May at 10-35 Neal Street.
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Susan Carrington, aged 17. The look was all eyes, mini skirt and blonde hair.. she had it all

When Punk kicked off in the late Seventies, almost every venue in the UK banned the

sound from the stage, fearing its aggression and otherness. So when lifelong partners

Andrew Czezowski and Susan Carrington wanted a venue to promote the punk band they

managed, Generation-X, they had to actually own one. They took over a seedy

underground club in Soho called Chaguaramas from its owner, a one-handed gay barrister,

and re-named it The Roxy. Two weeks later, The Clash were booked for the club's launch,

and everyone from Mark Bolan, "the godfather of punk", to Led Zeppelin flocked to the

club. Virtually every single act who played at The Roxy walked away with a record deal.

And yet, despite the venue's success, it stayed open only 100 nights – a glorious period

Mick Jones from The Clash called "The life span of punk." After that, Andrew and Susan

were booted out, and the spirit of punk moved on. Now, the couple have released the

world's first duography, The Roxy Our Story: The Club That Forged Punk In 100 Nights Of

Madness, Mayhem And Misfortune (Carrczez, £20) which uses newspaper clippings, gig

posters, old photographs and excerpts from the couple's respective diaries to chart the

rise and fall of punk at The Roxy. Today, a plaque outside the former club (41-43 Neal

Street, Sven Dials) will be formally unveiled by special guests, and tomorrow, a free punk

exhibition, "Fear And Loathing At The Roxy", will run for two weeks from 26 April to 10

May at 10-35 Neal Street.

Billy Idol, December 21st 1976

The Bromley Contingent photo session for Susan’s TU Cosmetics
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Andrew’s original back stage pass for Mont De Marsan: the first Punk
Rock Festival

Susan Carrington, aged 17. The look was all eyes, mini skirt and blonde
hair.. she had it all

Rejection letter of The Damned

Andrew, second from right, with friends at the RAMJAM CLUB, Brixton,
London 1966

Laura Logic on sax with Polly Styrene on vocals

Our first Damned press release, typed on to transparent plastic, 1976
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Front cover of Susan’s original 1977 press cuttings and scrap book
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Grooming

Jamie Dornan reveals his top grooming rules

Jamie Dornan speaks exclusively to GQ about his ultimate grooming regime

BY TEO VAN DEN BROEKE

4 hours ago

W
hether you know him better as the sexy psychopath from The Fall, souped-up

super-perv Christian Grey or simply the best-looking male model Belfast has

ever produced, the 36-year-old actor is always ridiculously well groomed. Here,

the new face of Boss The Scent (and the man with he best hair this side of the

Irish Sea) speaks exclusively to GQ about his hatred of shaving, his love of grown-up

fragrances and a very particular pet style peeve...

My morning grooming regime starts late. 

To be honest, I’m woken up by my children, so my style and grooming doesn’t really come

into play until I’ve fed them. I’m lucky if I get a shower in by noon. Having said that, I do

think that it makes a world of difference if you can apply fragrance, because at least it

gives you that sense of masculinity. It just adds that something you need in the morning.

I don’t understand how people have the discipline to shave every day. 

I can’t do it. I’ve had to do it for jobs in the past, but otherwise it simply wouldn’t cross my

mind to be clean-shaven. Usually I’ll just let it get wilder and wilder until I’m told that I

need to deal with it.

As you get older your tastes become more refined. 

You want something that elevates how you feel. I think Boss The Scent does that. It helps

with that aura you try to project as an adult.

I’m very particular about fragrances. 

My wife is into them too and we’ll spend hours at Selfridges or Liberty. She’ll make me

smell something and I am instantly like, “No, no, no.” I think Boss The Scent is seductive.

It’s masculine.

£45 for 50ml. boss.com

I’ve exfoliated once in my life and it was by accident. 

I didn’t know what I was putting on my face. I thought it was a moisturiser with bits in.

Someone booked me a facial when I was modelling. It was the only facial I’ve ever had and

I think they exfoliated me there. Now and again, if I remember, I’ll put some moisturiser on,

but just not every day, no way.

I want fewer clothes. 

My dream scenario is opening my wardrobe and having just 12 things in it. I live in the

countryside and I’m in Wellington boots a lot, which means style goes out the window. If I

do spend money on something really nice, chances are it’ll be covered in mud and dog

hair instantly, so we keep that stuff in boxes at our place in London.

When in doubt, go back to something classic. 

If I can’t think what to wear, I’ll just put on a white T-shirt or blue shirt. Those kinds of

pieces are timeless.

The feeling of wearing a tailored suit is unique. 

It’s also so accessible now. It doesn’t even need to be from the big labels: great high street

companies will do made-to-measure suits for you too.

My favourite fashion brand? 

I’ve always worn a lot of Boss. When I was modelling I did four campaigns for them, so

we’ve always had a bit of an association. I also like Hartford. It does great shirts. It’s

French, isn’t it? So it’s just cool. It’s also very accessible. You can wear it at the beach but

you could also wear it to a fancy dinner.

Steve McQueen is the epitome of masculine style. 

I struggle with the idea of masculinity. I always felt like a skinny kid growing up and I’ve

always battled against that. McQueen had that thing where he’d look good in anything.

He’d be as comfortable in a white T-shirt and a Harrington jacket with jeans as he would in

a three-piece check suit. He just pulled everything off, which is hard.

But I also think (fashion influencer) Nick Wooster is cool. 

He’ll wear a grey tailored suit with yellow Converse high-tops and I’ll think, “I would never

wear that in a million years.” Maybe it’s because of his haircut and his tattoos and his

bodybuilder’s physique that he makes it work. People like that have influence and it’s

important because it’s about freedom of expression.

Red wine is my greatest indulgence. 

I just spend more and more money on it, especially French pinot noir.

My pet style peeve? 

I call it “tucky bootie”, people who tuck their jeans into their boots. If you’re Johnny Depp

or something and you’ve been doing it your entire life, then you can pull it off. It can look

really tragic in other circumstances.

Read more:

Best men's aftershaves and fragrances 2018: the GQ guide

Oliver Cheshire reveals his top grooming tips

Get groomed with Rugby legend Chris Robshaw

Sign up to the GQ Daily newsletter
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