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When punk icons The Clash rocked out in Newcastle - 40
years ago

When The Clash played at Newcastle University's students' union bar on May 20, 1977 - it was the city's first major punk gig

B The Clash in concert at the Students Union, Newcastle University, May 20, 1977 (Image: Newcastle Chronicle)
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If punk rock burned brightly but briefly, one name that is still revered four decades on is The Clash.

Their lyrics were topical and politicised.

And their range of musical styles - ska, rockabilly and dub, as well as punk - would separate them from Coronavirus symptoms -
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Our classic photograph captures the band in action in Newcastle exactly 40 years ago. symptom to look out for
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But before that, one gig that might have happened at Newcastle City Hall, but sadly never did, had been

due to take place on December 5, 1976.

Gateshead
pensioner Stewart
The Sex Pistols, The Damned and The Clash were all due in Toon on the Anarchy In The UK tour, but most Liddell

of the shows - including Newcastle - were cancelled due to the furore that followed the Pistols’ infamous
TV clash with Bill Grundy.
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Five months later, on their White Riot tour, the Clash - Joe Strummer, Mick Jones, Paul Simenon and
The new laws and
changes to laws
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April 2020

Topper Headon - rolled up for a show at Newcastle University’s students’ union bar.

» Newcastle City Hall in 1972 - which pop superstar were these teenagers hoping to see?
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The gig, which took place exactly 40 years ago on May 20, 1977, was somewhat chaotic, but the band years is jailed

powered through a short set that included London’s Burning, Police and Thieves, and White Riot - their
first single.
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HERE'S WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN THE NORTH EAST IN 1977

Meanwhile, the ticket-only crowd was made up mainly of students, while punks outside fought running

battles with doormen as they tried to get in.

C READ MORE

Rock On The Tyne
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East Newcastle Radio Arena

And after the show it was even reported two members of the band were fined - for nicking hotel towels RECOMMENDED
and pillows!
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1977 was the start of a momentous journey for the Clash who would finally split in 1986. Joe Strummer strongest
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passed away in 2002.
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Btw, if anyone has any Punk posters, tickets, badges etc.
Gis a shout please.

Top prices paid. Especially Newcastle venues.

Im on FB as Jimmy Burns
Thanks :)
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The Clash gig at the Mayfair on June 12th 1980 was the best gig i've ever been to.

The place was Rockin!!!
Im sure that balcony was gonna come down :)
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| remember it very well. It was the first of several occasions | saw The Clash between 77 and 82. The gig
'l love it in here' -

sex offender pleads
with judge to give
him longer in jail

itself was upstairs in the University Ballroom. AlImost missed them coming on stage because | was in the
Union bar downstairs! My recollection was that there were more non-students there than people might
have thought. It wasn't difficult to get tickets in those days and in early 1977 you wouldn't have been able
to tell the difference between a punk fan and a student of similar age because hardly any of the punters up

here bothered with the "punk" look we became familiar with mainly through photos in the press. That
Boris Johnson's
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happened to certain degree later.
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Uni or Poly ?7?7? Everyone but the chronic would know it was the Poly

Joe Wicks
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directions’
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The Clash played Newcastle University on May 20. They played Newcastle Polytechnic five months
later - October 28.
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