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Disco and progressive rock dominated the music scene in the mid 1970s.

However, just eight months after the Ramones released their eponymous first

album in April 1976 in America, the Sex Pistols swaggered on to a live TV show in

the UK to unleash what the media would call ‘the filth and the fury’. On both

sides of the Atlantic, what was to be labelled ‘Punk Rock’ had arrived.

A CULTURAL REVOLUTION

In the UK young people, many from working class backgrounds unhappy with the

social and political climate, used punk to express their frustration via a ‘do it

yourself’ ethos, most notably through fashion and music. Punk enabled creatives to

tap into their imaginations, producing a wealth of musicians, designers,

photographers, poets, filmmakers and artists, some of whom you’ll come across in

the Leicester exhibition.
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“WE’D BUY A DOG COLLAR FROM THE NEAREST PET SHOP, WEAR A

DUSTBIN LINER AND THEN JUST WALK AROUND THE

NEIGHBOURHOOD, IT WAS BRILLIANT…”

But punk wasn’t just about nihilism, spiky hair, safety pins and ‘Destroy’ T-shirts

– what underpinned all of this together was attitude. As unemployment and

discontent grew, and with the dole queues getting longer, punk enabled

disenfranchised and disillusioned young people to channel this new found

attitude through music, fashion, literature and art.
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A special thanks to all the sponsors, partners, ambassadors and contributors,

including the local punks. Copyright and thanks to Wayne (Spike) Large for the

photographs included on the website.

Please feel free to send in your punk photos as we will be creating a gallery on

the website. Email them to us here.

Download our Press Release here.
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