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“IT’S HARD TO EXPLAIN WHAT BEING YOUNG WAS LIKE IN THOSE

DAYS, WE COULDN’T SEE A FUTURE. A BIT LIKE TODAY TO BE

HONEST…”

Melanie Berman

Punk: Rage & Revolution focuses on the UK punk scene through original objects,

information panels and ephemera, including the first retrospective of original

clothing from the late Dame Vivienne Westwood since she died. Alongside origins

and influences, the exhibition also looks at punk’s ideology, attitude, fashion,

music, art and legacy.

The exhibition explores the Leicester punk scene, including the city’s creatives

who each influenced the development of punk while young people, via Soft Touch

Arts, demonstrate how social, political and cultural issues from the 1970’s are

still relevant to today’s younger generation.
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The Punk project is being co-curated, organised and designed by Soft Touch Arts,

Arch Creative and Shaun Knapp - the same team that created Mods : Shaping a

Generation. The hugely popular exhibition contributed 1.75M to the local economy

and won a tourism award for ‘best free event.’ Young people involved with Soft

Touch Arts are also at the heart of the design and curation, working closely with

the team to make the project happen.

GENERATION SUBCULTURE TEAM

The project features exhibitions at Leicester Museum & Art Gallery, Northampton

Museum & Art Gallery, Backlit in Nottingham, The Gallery at De Montfort

University, Soft Touch Arts and the LCB Depot. Events and activities will take

place throughout the duration of the exhibitions, including a Revive festival in

Leicester in August 2023.

The project has been created by Arch Creative, Soft Touch Arts and social history

author and historian Shaun Knapp, the team behind the award winning 2019 Mods:

Shaping a Generation exhibition. The Mods exhibition took Leicester by storm in

2019 with over 30,000 visitors from across the country and beyond, celebrating the

stylish 1960s Mod youth subculture.
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Soft Touch Arts is a local charity who engage young people that are struggling

to reach their potential due to personal issues. The Punk project is being headed

up by former punk and Business Development Manager Chris Wigmore (pictured), and

Soft Touch Founder and Director Sally Norman.

Soft Touch Arts
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Arch is a local design and advertising agency with a multi-disciplined team of

designers, animators and developers. Dedicated to creating projects which make a

real difference to the local community, the Punk project is headed up by Arch

Founder and Creative Director Joe Nixon.

Arch Creative
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Shaun is a Leicester born social history author with a passion for the music

scene. The content for the Mods exhibition was based around Shaun’s book Mods: Two

City Connection. With an in-depth knowledge of the British Punk scene Shaun is

heading up the exhibition curation.

Shaun Knapp
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“WE’RE INCREDIBLY EXCITED TO BE MANAGING THIS MAJOR PROJEC

A ‘FEEL GOOD’ EXHIBITION FOR LEICESTER POST-COVID, WE’LL BE G

TO LEARN DIRECTLY FROM LEICESTER PUNKS ABOUT THEIR LIVES, T

FASHION AND ART WITH A MESSAGE FOR A HIGH-PROFILE EXHIBITION

MUSEUM & GALLERY INSPIRED BY WHAT THEY LEARN AND HEAR.”

• • •
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Acclaimed fashion and film stylist, subculture collector, writer and curator

Roger K Burton was there at the outset of punk, sourcing vintage garments for

all the legendary punk stores. He designed Westwood & McLaren’s infamous Worlds

End store, and co-founded and designed punk store PX. He loaned all the clothes

for Mods : Shaping a Generation, and is once again a key partner on Punk : Rage

& Revolution, loaning his incredible collection of original punk clothing.

Roger K Burton
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Dr Emma Parker is Associate Professor of English at the University of Leicester.

She is an expert on Twentieth Century and Contemporary Literature, Gender

Studies and Joe Orton. Emma is bringing her Punk expertise and network of

contacts to the project, and is joining the team as an ambassador.

Dr Emma Parker
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Dave Henderson has been in the music and art worlds for 50 years. He made a

splash at Leicester Poly, founding the New Wave Society and band The Blazers,

later The Disco Zombies. His early career included design on Derek

Jarman’s Jubilee (now in the V & A), launching Dining Out Records and

contributing to punk fanzine South London Stinks. He has since created

publications for Glastonbury, overseen branding for Q, Kerrang! and MOJO,

produced the Kerrang! Awards, worked with Sound International, Noise, Music Week,

the list goes on…

Dave Henderson
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“OUR MUSEUMS PLAY A VITAL ROLE IN CAPTURING AND SHARING

STORIES THAT REFLECT THE LIVES OF LOCAL PEOPLE, SO I’M

DELIGHTED THAT LEICESTER MUSEUM & ART GALLERY IS TO HOST

THIS CELEBRATION OF THE PUNK MOVEMENT AND WHAT IT MEANT

TO PEOPLE IN LEICESTER WHO WERE PART OF IT.”

Deputy City Mayor Cllr Piara Singh Clair
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Jamie Reid is an English artist and political activist, who created a unique style

of cut-up graphics and slogans. His best known works include the Sex Pistols

album Never Mind The Bollocks. Jamie will be loaning an original punk mural for

the exhibition, and we’re working closely with his friend and manager John

Marchant to bring Jamie’s exhibition of social injustice work to the DMU gallery.

Jamie Reid

VISIT WEBSITE

 MENU

https://johnmarchantgallery.com/
https://johnmarchantgallery.com/
https://rageandrevolution.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/PunkRAR/
https://www.instagram.com/punkrar/


Poet; movie star; rock star; TV & radio presenter; comedian; social & cultural

commentator. Britain’s best loved and most important performance poet performed

on stage with many punk and post-punk bands. Dr John Cooper Clarke has been

interviewed for exclusive exhibition content, so we’re pleased that he is

contributing to the project.

Dr John Cooper Clarke
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Leicester born Steve Pyke MBE is one of the world’s most renowned photographers.

Having worked at The Face, NME and The New Yorker, he’s created a portfolio of

the most extraordinary thinkers, creators, and artists of our time. Having

experienced both the Leicester and London punk scenes, we’ve interviewed Steve for

important content and are delighted to be featuring several of Steve’s original

photographs.

Steve Pyke
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Don Letts is a British film director, DJ and musician. Letts ran the clothes store

Acme Attractions on the King’s Road and was the DJ at legendary punk club The

Roxy. He also filmed punk groups who played there, and made the documentary The

Punk Rock Movie. As a result of this, Letts then became the videographer for The

Clash, and went on to direct over 350 music videos. In 1984, Letts co-founded the

band Big Audio Dynamite. Letts now makes acclaimed documentaries and presents a

weekly show on BBC Radio 6 Music.

Don Letts
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Jeannette Lee is a record executive and manager who was instrumental in shaping

punk. A chance encounter with Don Letts landed her a job at the now-iconic Acme

Attractions. A musician herself, she was the singer for post-punk band Public

Image Ltd alongside long-term friend John Lydon of Sex Pistols. Lee is co-owner

of Rough Trade Records, signing among others Stiff Little Fingers, The Smiths, The

Strokes, Arcade Fire, The Libertines and more. She also separately managed Pulp

and The Cranberries alongside Geoff Travis.
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William English is a Leicester-born filmmaker, broadcaster, bookseller, and co-

founder with Sandra Cross of the organic vegetarian restaurant, The Dining Room

(1980-1990). He is curator of the Captain Maurice Seddon (Royal Signals) archive,

audio selections from which have been released as The Seddon Tapes (Paradigm

Discs). English’s long running radio series Wavelength is a programme of multiple

agendas showcasing under the radar experimental music, poetry and art,

VISIT WEBSITE
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“WE CAN’T WAIT TO WELCOME ‘PUNK – RAGE AND REVOLUTION’ TO

LEICESTER, BUILDING ON THE SUCCESS OF ‘MOD’S – SHAPING A

GENERATION’ BACK IN 2019. THIS WILL BE AN EXCITING

EXHIBITION AND TIE IN WEEKEND FESTIVAL THAT CELEBRATES THE

COLOUR, VIBRANCY, AND ENERGY OF THE PUNK SCENE, OFFERING

A SERIES OF EVENTS FOR PEOPLE TO ENJOY ACROSS A RANGE OF

CITY CENTRE VENUES. AS WELL AS OFFERING SOMETHING NEW TO

THE PUBLIC, THE EXHIBITION AND FESTIVAL WILL PROVIDE A

BOOST TO FOOTFALL AND SALES FOR OUR BUSINESSES.”

Simon Jenner, BID Leicester Director

PARTNERS & SPONSORS

broadcasting on Resonance 104.4fm. His films include Ex-Library, Heated Gloves, It’s

My Own Invention, and City.
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Thanks to National Lottery players, the National Heritage Lottery Fund were able

to give a grant to make the punk project happen. Lottery player’s investment

helps people across the UK explore, enjoy and protect the heritage they care

about. The punk exhibition will be an exciting intergenerational earning project

about the national and local punk scenes, protecting heritage at risk.

Heritage Lottery Fund
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The Business Improvement District (BID) for Leicester is a business-led, not for

profit organisation working to transform Leicester city centre, making it a

better place to live, work, visit, study and do business. Similarly to the previous

Mods project, the Punk exhibition and festival aims to raise the profile of

Leicester, attract thousands of visitors and benefit local businesses through

increased footfall in the city centre.

Bid Leicester
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The Punk : Rage & Revolution project is delivered in partnership with Leicester

City Council’s Leicester Museum & Art Gallery (LMAG), based on New Walk. The team

at LMAG are working closely with the Generation : Subculture team to support an

exhibition which will be accessible and engaging. Leicester City Council are also

helping with some funding for the upcoming Punk Festival weekender.

Leicester Museums & Galleries
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The MusicLicence from PPL PRS allows you to legally play music for employees or

customers in your business through the radio, TV, other digital devices and live

performances. PPL PRS’s HQ is based in Leicester, and they are dedicated to

supporting the local community with sponsorship for projects, specifically for

those which help to engage through music, arts and culture.

PPL PRS
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De Montfort University (DM) are working in collaboration with the Punk event

team across various creative courses, from Fashion, Graphic Design &

Illustration, and Game Art. There will be a exhibition of student’s work displayed

at the Lightbox Gallery at the LCB Depot. The Gallery on the DMU campus will

also be hosting a Jamie Reid exhibition of his social injustice work during the

Punk exhibition.

De Montfort University
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This project  is supported by the University of Leicester and its Heritage Hub,

 which nurtures innovative partnerships in Leicestershire, Rutland and beyond to

make inclusive, sustainable, positive change in the world. The University has lent

the exhibition items from its Archives and Special Collections and draws on Dr

Emma Parker’s research into Joe Orton.

University of Leicester
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The Arts Council is a national development agency for creativity and culture who

helps to grow skills, knowledge and networks. Publicly-funded art and culture is

important and what benefits it can bring to individuals, communities and society

as a whole. Supported by The Arts Council, Punk : Rage & Revolution aims to

deliver all of this on a local and national level.

Arts Council
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The Museum of Youth Culture is an emerging museum dedicated to the styles, sounds

and social movements innovated by young people over the last 100 years. The punk

project is recording memories that will be archived here, preserving social

history stories that may otherwise not be told.

Museum of Youth Culture
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BACKLIT is an artist-led public gallery and studios in Nottingham, supporting

arts and culture since 2008. Backlit will also be hosting their own Punk : Rage &

Revolution exhibition which will have a focus on the LGBTQ+ movement and how

punk influenced gender identity.

Backlit
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Northampton Museum and Art gallery (NMAG) are also producing a Punk : Rage &

Revolution exhibition which follows Leicester’s. NMAG’s focus will be on their

local story including Acme clothing, Spinadisc, I-Saws and the Submerged Tenth,

Bauhaus and Doc Martens.

Northampton Museum and Art Gallery
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Punk: Rage & Revolution

The Project

Exhibitions

Punk Scene

Young People’s Work

Gallery & News

A special thanks to all the sponsors, partners, ambassadors and contributors,

including the local punks. Copyright and thanks to Wayne (Spike) Large for the

photographs included on the website.

Please feel free to send in your punk photos as we will be creating a gallery on

the website. Email them to us here.

Download our Press Release here.

  

       

“WE ARE THRILLED TO BE SUPPORTING THE PROJECT AND MORE

SPECIFICALLY SPONSORING A PLACEMENT OPPORTUNITY FOR ONE

OF OUR STUDENTS. NOT ONLY DOES IT ALLOW US TO WORK WITH

SOFT TOUCH ARTS AND OTHER KEY PARTNERS FOR THE EXHIBITION

BUT ALLOWS US TO FACILITATE A UNIQUE REAL LIFE LEARNING

OPPORTUNITY WHICH IS OF MUTUAL BENEFIT. OUR CAMPUS

FACILITIES AND COURSES ALIGN WITH MANY OF THE KEY THEMES

AND TOPICS WHICH THE EXHIBITION WILL ADDRESS OVERALL, AND

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE IT ALL TAKE SHAPE OVER THE COMING

MONTHS.”

Fi Donovan, Head of Public Engagement, DMU
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