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In a feeble attempt to combat my constant homesickness, I compile tales of New York City rock &
roll landmarks, most of 'em long gone. Moronic musings on various other enthusiasms are also
thrown in for good measure.
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The Bow-Ties that Bond

BOND INTERNATIONAL CASINO--1530 Broadway, on the east side of
Broadway between 44th and 45th Streets. (Often referred to as Bond's.) A
short-lived discotheque most famous for hosting the "Clash on Broadway"Clash
residency in 1981, Bond's sat on one of the Times Square-iest spots of
land in Times Square. This New York Times article summarizes its phases
well, but I'll add some elaboration here, as is my wont.

Before the Times set up shop in the area, Longacre Square was the horse
dung-scented center of New York's carriage trade. An unseemly spot
indeed for the future Crossroads of the World, but as the city's
entertainment districts had been inexorably migrating ever further uptown
along Broadway throughout the 19th century, the Square's eventual
colonization by the theater crowd was inevitable. Oscar Hammerstein I was
the earliest impresario to venture there. In 1895, on the site of the former
71st Regiment Armory (destroyed in a fire), he opened the Olympia
Theatre, a massive Beaux Arts complex comprising a 2,800-seat Music
Hall, a 1,850-seat playhouse called the Lyric Theatre, a smaller Concert
Hall, and a roof garden theater. According to Anthony Bianco's Ghosts of
42nd Street (New York: HarperCollins, 2004), admission was fifty cents,
and patrons could wander between the theaters at will. "[T]he Olympia did
not style itself as a family entertainment venue," writes Bianco. "Content
to leave the middle of the road to others, Hammerstein experimented with
provocative new acts and formats that expanded vaudeville's boundaries."
Hammerstein's adventurous fare included operas (some of which were his
own compositions), "Living Pictures" (tableaus presented partially in the
nude), Isham's Octaroons (an African-American song-and-dance troupe),
and a notoriously so-bad-they're-good act called the Cherry Sisters.
Unfortunately, not every production he put on was a financial success,
which led to a foreclosure on the property after only three years of
operation. The building was auctioned off, and the theaters became
separate entities under the auspices of different producers. Hammerstein's
next local enterprises, the smaller-in-scale Victoria and Republic Theatres,
were more lucrative. Meanwhile, the Music Hall was renamed the New York
Theater, and was converted into a movie/vaudeville house when Loew's
took it over in 1915. The Lyric was first renamed the Criterion, then
became a movie house called the Vitagraph in 1914, only to revert to the
Criterion moniker a couple of years later. In 1907, Flo Ziegfeld staged his
first production of Follies at the rooftop garden theater, renamed Le Jardin
de Paris. When he decamped for the New Amsterdam in 1913, the roof
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garden was converted into a dancehall called Jardin des Danses. Despite its
many virtues, the magnificent Olympia building did not outlast the
Depression; it was demolished in 1935.
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A year later, the Criterion Building rose in its stead. It occupied the same
block-long frontage, but was not nearly as tall as its predecessor--unless
you include the height of its huge rooftop neon sign, a fish-festooned
spectacular advertising Wrigley's Spearmint Gum.

The building featured a new Criterion movie house (designed by Thomas
Lamb and Eugene de Rosa), ground-level retail space, and a fabulous Art
Deco nightclub/restaurant called the International Casino. According to
Susan Waggoner's Nightclub Nights: Art, Legend, and Style, 1920-1960
(New York: Rizzoli, 2001), this Casino had nothing to do with gambling:

Once one passed through the solid brass doors and into the red and gold
mosaic lobby, there was no shortage of amusements. The Cosmopolitan
Salon was fitted with a small stage and littered with settees that could
accommodate nearly eight hundred. Another one hundred and sixty could
quench their thirst at the Spiral Bar, a curved slide of polished mahogany
that swept from the ground floor up to the mezzanine. All this was a mere
warm-up for the main room, where tiered platforms assured all fifteen
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hundred diners an unobstructed view of the show.

The show, mounted on an elaborately high-tech motorized stage, featured
such delights as "novelties from five continents and the beauties of ten
countries," an orchestra "whose reed section might suddenly plunge from
sight, like riders on a parachute drop," a fanciful "Ice Frolics" revue,
comedians like Milton Berle, and gorgeous chorines with gams for days.
The swank Streamline Moderne surroundings were "designed by Donald
Deckie, who later designed the Radio City Music Hall," according to
Anthony Haden-Guest's The Last Party (New York: William Morrow, 1997).
However, the Casino may have been too gloriously grandiose for its own
good; much like the Olympia, it closed after a mere three years in
business.

Bond Clothes took over the Casino's space in 1940, moving from its
previous location adjacent to the Palace Theater a couple of blocks north.
In its new digs Bond styled itself as the world's largest men's
haberdashery, and offered some women's wear as well. As if the store's
famous "TWO TROUSER SUITS" neon sign weren't enough, beginning in
1948 it also boasted the most splendid spectacular ever to grace the Great
White Way, designed by Douglas Leigh for Artkraft-Strauss. As described in
Leigh's 1999 Times obituary:

At the base of the Bond sign was an electric news zipper, about five feet
high, running along the entire facade. In Mr. Leigh's design, twin 50-foot-
high figures, one male and one female, flanked a waterfall 27 feet high and
120 feet long. Strands of electric lights seemed to clothe the chunky
classical figures at night, but by day they appeared naked.
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Those loincloth-lights were added only after guests at the Hotel Astor
across the street complained about the statues' scandalously starkers
state. A clock poised above the waterfall perpetually reminded the public,
"EVERY HOUR 3,490 PEOPLE BUY AT BOND." (I suppose an even 3,500
customers per hour would have been too much to handle...)

After six good-looking years, the sign was replaced with a Pepsi ad; the
waterfall remained (and kept gushing until the early '60s), but was now
flanked with giant Pepsi bottles. Apparently a Chevy ad was once meant to
take Pepsi's place, but a garagantuan Gordon's Gin bottle and a smoking
Winston man (a total Camel sign rip-off) eventually appeared there
instead. The ground-level storefronts evolved over time as well--among the
successive occupants were Woolworth's, Whelan Drugs, King of Slim's Ties,
Loft's Candy, Regal Shoes, Disc-O-Mat Records, tourist tchotchke outlets,
and those ubiquitous bad-deal '70s/'80s electronics stores.
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Bond Clothes sold its last two-trouser suit in 1977, and after a couple of
vacant years, the space was respectfully rechristened as Bond
International Casino, supposedly the largest disco the world had yet seen.
As described in The Last Party, the club was co-owned by John Addison
and Maurice Brahms. It opened in July 1980, and featured such
accoutrements as a "musical staircase," fountains retrieved from the set of
The Liberace Show (which often ended up filled with near-naked patrons),
and a wide-ranging music policy (usually spun by resident DJ Kenny
Carpenter). However, according to these opinionated folks on
discomusic.com, the joint never quite caught on, for various reasons--bad
location (Times Square at the height of its sleazy-seedy era), poor
acoustics, lack of an atmospheric theme, inconsisent musical choices, and
above all, too much space to fill on a nightly basis.

There were no such space-filling difficulties during the Clash's booking inClash
May-June, 1981. The buzz surrounding their initial eight-night stand was so
high that the shows were dangerously oversold--3,500 tickets for each
night, at a venue with a legal capacity of about 1,800. The FDNY
threatened to shut the place down following the first two overcrowded
nights. After much negotiation with city authorities, the band worked out a
deal wherein they would play as many shows as it would take to honor all
ticket holders--an unprecedented seventeen concerts. Times Square hadn't
seen that much commotion since Frankie at the Paramount, or V-J Day. An
incredibly and obsessively detailed day-by-day account of the residency is
provided at blackmarketclash.comclash  (click on the link for 1981, then click on
each Bond's date). Also check out the Westway to the World DVD, which
includes Don Letts' documentary footage of Bond's. And dig these articles
by Ira Robbins and Jonathan Lethem.
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Posted by Signed D.C. at 12:22 PM 6 comments:  
Labels: Bond Clothes, Bond International Casino, Bow-Tie Building, ClashClash, Criterion
Theater, Olympia Theatre, Oscar Hammerstein, Times Square

I've found references to only a few other rock shows, including Wendy O.
Williams (yes, a car was blown up), the Blues Project (I don't recall Al
Kooper mentioning this one in Backstage Passes and Backstabbing
Bastards), Blue Oyster Cult, and a one-off night featuring members of
Blondie and Chic. It's unclear just when Bond's closed, or what, if anything,
occupied its space from the mid-'80s to the mid-'90s--but the neon BOND
sign remained in place for quite some time.

The Criterion Building still exists, but it looks nothing like it did in the old
postcards. Now called the Bow-Tie Building (a reference to the shape of the
Times Square intersection when viewed from above), it's owned by
members of the same Moss family who have had interests in the structure
since its 1936 inception. The Roundabout Theater Company rented space
in the building through much of the '90s, but I'm not sure which part they
used. The Criterion Theater, which spent its last few years as a much-
maligned multiplex, closed in 2000. Most of the building is now occupied by
the flagship Toys R Us, a Foot Locker, and a Swatch emporium. There's no
BOND sign facing Broadway anymore, but if you go around the corner on
45th, you'll find a smaller facsimile on the side of the building, attached to
an old school-inspired Italian restaurant called Bond 45.
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radio (1)
Radio City Music Hall
(11)

Rahgoos (1)
Ramones (5)

RAPP Arts Center (1)
Rascals (4)

Reaction Weekender
(1)
Real Cool Time Radio
(1)

record stores (1)
Reno Sweeney (21)

Retinal Circus (1)
Richard Hell (2)

Ritz (1)
RKO 58th St. Theater
(1)

RKO Keith's (1)
Rock Pile (2)

Rock Scene (2)
Rolling Stones (4)

Ron Delsener (4)
Ronettes (1)

Roosevelt Stadium (3)
Roseland (5)

Rutgers U. (1)
Saint (1)

Salvation (6)
Scene (4)

Schaefer Music Festival
(8)
Scott Muni's Rolling
Stone (4)

Second Avenue (7)
Shadows of Knight (1)

Shameless self
promotion (2)
Shangri-las (2)

Shea Stadium (3)
Sheepshead Bay
Brooklyn (1)

Sid Bernstein (1)
Singer Bowl (9)

Sixth Avenue (1)
Slugger Ann (1)

Sly (1)
Soft Machine (1)

Soundblast 66 (1)
Southpaw (1)

St Marks Place (1)
St. John's U. (9)

St. Marks Place (3)
St. Marks Sounds (1)

Staten Island (1)
Steve Paul (5)

Steve Paul's Scene (17)
Steven Tyler (1)

Stillettoes (2)
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Stooges (4)
Sunnyside Queens (1)

SUNY Stony Brook (7)
Syl Sylvain (1)

Television (4)
The Academy (1)

The Cheetah (5)
The Continental (1)

The Coventry (2)
The Dive (1)

The Dom (2)
The Fast (1)

The Nomi Song (1)
The Ritz (1)

The Saint (1)
The Scene (5)

Tim Buckley (1)
Tim Rose (1)

Times Square (6)
Tom Dickie and the
Desires (1)

Tommy James (1)
Tompkins Square Park
(4)

Tony Fletcher's book
(1)
Toronto (2)

Town Hall (17)
Toys (1)

Tramps (14)
Trax (7)

Trenton New Jersey (1)
Trude Heller's (19)

Trude Heller's Trik (4)
Trude Hellers (3)

Truth and Soul (1)
Trylon Theater (1)

Tuli Kupferberg (1)
Turtles (1)

Ungano's (13)
Ungano's Ritz Theatre
(6)

UNLTD (2)
Upper West Side (1)

Vagrants (5)
Vancouver (1)

Vanilla Fudge (2)
Velvet Underground (3)

Videos (4)
Village Gate (16)

Village Theater (11)
Villageast (2)

Walk Away Renee (1)
Wayne County (2)

Webster Hall (2)
West 3rd Street (1)

Westbury Music Fair (7)
WFMU (1)
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What's My Line (1)
Wheels (5)

Who (5)
Wilson Pickett (1)

WMCA Good Guys (1)
WNYC Vanished Venues
(2)

Wolfgang's Vault (1)
Woodstock (2)

Woody's (1)
Wowsville Records (2)

WPIX (1)
X-Ray Spex (1)

Yankee Stadium (2)
Yardbirds (2)

'60sgaragebands Vault
'60sgaragebands.com

Academy of
Music/Palladium FB
group
Binky Philips @
Huffington Post

Binky Philips @ Sonic
Boomers
Blog To Comm

Bowery Boys: NYC
History
Bridge and Tunnel Club

Brooklyn Vegan
Cafe au Go Go

CBGB
Cherry Vanilla

Cinema Treasures
CIUT/Real Cool Time

Clay Cole
D.C.'s facebook

D.C.'s Flickr
D.C.'s Garagepunk
Hideout

D.C.'s other blog: Real
Cool Time Radio
D.C.'s YouTube Channel

Dangerous Minds
Dictators DFFDblog

Fedora Lounge
Fillmore East Archives
FB Group

Fillmore East
Preservation Facebook
Page
Fillmore East
Preservation Society

Flaming Pablum:
Vanishing Downtown
Flickhead

Flipped Out Phil's
Subterranean Jungle
Forgotten NY

Linkage
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/binky-philips
http://www.sonicboomers.com/onthecorner
http://black2com.blogspot.com/
http://theboweryboys.blogspot.com/
http://www.bridgeandtunnelclub.com/
http://www.brooklynvegan.com/
http://www.originalcafeaugogo.com/
http://cbgb.com/
http://www.cherry-vanilla.com/
http://cinematreasures.org/
http://www.ciut.fm/schedule.php
http://www.claycoleshow.com/
http://www.facebook.com/roots66
http://www.flickr.com/photos/roots66/
http://garagepunk.ning.com/profile/roots66
http://realcooltimeradio.blogspot.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/roots66
http://www.dangerousminds.net/
http://dffdblog.com/
http://www.thefedoralounge.com/
https://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/home.php?sk=group_32493959041&ap=1
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Fillmore-East-Preservation-Page/117944318244910?ref=ts&sk=wall#!/pages/Fillmore-East-Preservation-Page/117944318244910?sk=wall&filter=2
http://www.fillmore-east.com/
http://vassifer.blogs.com/alexinnyc/vanishing_downtown/index.html
http://flickhead.blogspot.com/
http://www.flippedoutphil.com/home.html
http://www.forgotten-ny.com/
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From the Archives
(Dolls, Suicide, & other
band chronologies)
Garagepunk Forums

Gloria Stavers/16
Magazine Tribute Page
Hit Parader's Don
Paulsen

Hotel Albert
Hurrah Video Archive

iJamming (Tony
Fletcher)
Ivan Kral Vault on
youtube

Jeremiah's Vanishing
New York
Kicksville 66 (Miriam
Linna)

Long Island Clubs and
Bands
Lost City

Max's Kansas City
MCNY

Murray the K
My Father's Place
archives

My Father's Place
Friends FB group
My Father's Place
Official FB page

My Fathers Place official
site
N-YHS

New York Radio Archive
New York Rock and Roll
Explorer FB page

Night Owl Cafe Tribute
Page (FB)
Nightclubbing

Nightclubbing column
@ The Local East
Village
NY Rocks Facebook
Group

NY Songlines
NYC Photography - NY
Through the Lens

Peppermint Lounge
1980-1986 FB group
Please Kill Me

PopSpots by Bob Egan
Queens Crap

Randall's Lost New York
City
Robert Otter

Rock Archaeology 101
Rock Prosopography
101

Rock Scene Archive
Squat Theatre

Steve Paul's Scene FB
Group
Stupefaction

http://www.fromthearchives.com/index.html
http://www.garagepunk.com/forums/
http://www.gloriastavers.com/
http://www.sgco.biz/DonPaulsenTribute.html
http://thehotelalbert.com/index.html
http://artclips.free.fr/videojockey_memoirs.htm
http://www.ijamming.net/
https://www.youtube.com/user/IvanKralVault
http://vanishingnewyork.blogspot.com/
http://kicksville66.blogspot.com/
http://spoonercentral.com/BANDS/Bands.html
http://lostnewyorkcity.blogspot.com/index.html
http://www.maxskansascity.com/
http://www.mcny.org/
http://www.murraythek.com/
http://www.mfpclub.com/archive.htm
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/280679079779/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/My-Fathers-Place-Official-Page/338392824496
http://www.myfathersplace.com/
https://www.nyhistory.org/web/
http://www.nyradioarchive.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/New-York-Rock-Roll-Explorer/133881793325325?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/NightOwlCafeTributePage?ref=ts&fref=ts
http://www.gonightclubbing.com/
http://eastvillage.thelocal.nytimes.com/tag/nightclubbing/
https://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=164815823535782
http://www.nysonglines.com/
http://nythroughthelens.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/289574667991/
http://www.pleasekillme.com/Home.php
http://www.popspotsnyc.com/
http://queenscrap.blogspot.com/
http://www.lostnewyorkcity.com/
http://www.robertotter.com/
http://rockarchaeology101.blogspot.com/
http://rockprosopography101.blogspot.com/
http://www.rockscenester.com/
http://squattheatre.com/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/home.php?sk=group_50315246329&ap=1
http://theworldsamess.blogspot.com/
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Talkin' About My
Generation
Tetsuo Kogawa's New
York Paranoia

The Hound
This Ain't the Summer
of Love

WFMU
WFMU Rock & Soul
Ichiban

Will Hermes: Love Goes
to Buildings on Fire

Signed D.C.
New Yorker in Toronto,
Ontario, Canada

Questions, comments,
and requests can be sent
to
realcooltime895@gmail.co
m

View my complete profile

About Me

I've sometimes thought of
taking up the gauntlet
and writing [a book on
this subject], but I'm not
a professional writer or
researcher, and I doubt
there's much of a market
for this kind of book
anyway. However, for
years I've been
accumulating tidbits of
info on this field, and
lately I've felt the need to
coalesce my disparate
chicken-scratch notes into
some kind of cohesive
form, if only to channel
my perpetual
homesickness for NYC
(I'm currently a resident
of Toronto) into a
productive pursuit. Hence,
I'm hopping onto the blog
bandwagon. I'm neither
an authority nor a well-
connected scenester--I'm
just a lone, lowly peon
fan. And since I'm not in
the vicinity of the NYPL, I
can't do all that much
fact-checking or
microfilmed periodical-
perusing. But I'm going to
attempt to be as thorough
and accurate as possible,
within the parameters of
my own

A Mission Statement of Sorts (Excerpt
from the first post, April 2005)

http://talkinaboutmygeneration.com/
http://anarchy.translocal.jp/newyork/index.html
http://thehoundblog.blogspot.com/
http://thisaintthesummeroflove.blogspot.com/
http://www.wfmu.org/
http://wfmuichiban.blogspot.com/
http://lovegoestobuildingsonfire.com/home/
https://www.blogger.com/profile/11154056194616535241
https://www.blogger.com/profile/11154056194616535241
https://www.blogger.com/profile/11154056194616535241
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interests/idiosyncrasies/k
nowledge base. Ideally I
want to cover the full
gamut of NYC's rich rock
& roll landscape, from the
five boroughs to some
environs beyond in the
tri-state area, and from
the '50s to the present.
Yet since my own fave
periods of rock & roll
largely happened pre-
1980 (pre-1970 in most
cases!), the emphasis will
probably be on historical
sites, oftentimes of the
vanished variety. Then
again, as I was born post-
1970, whatever personal
reminiscences I can offer
would have occurred from
the '80s to the present--
obviously not thee
greatest era (sigh), but
one in which I managed
to have a plethora of cool
rock & roll experiences
nonetheless. And I don't
intend to go into much
detail about obvious joints
like CB's or Max's, as
they've already been well-
documented elsewhere--
I'd rather focus on the
near-forgotten, under-
the-radar sites. My
amateur research is
ongoing, culled from such
sources as books,
'zine/newspaper articles,
liner notes, various
websites/listservs, and
my own scatterbrained
memories. I'll make every
attempt to give credit
where credit is due, and
point out rumors and
hearsay where applicable.
But I doubt I could ever
achieve the level of
comprehensiveness I'm
aiming for all on my own.
No matter what I'm
interested in, there are
always a slew of folks who
are ten times more
obsessive/passionate/kno
wledgeable about it than I
ever could be. So I'll
gladly take whatever info
I can get from the general
public, especially you "I
was there" types. I
welcome any and all
comments, questions,
criticisms, corrections,
additions, suggestions,
factoids or anecdotes.
(And if you believe that
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any quotes or illustrations
posted here go beyond
the limits of fair use, let
me know and I'll remove
the offending material.)
Leave a comment or write
to
realcooltime@sympatico.c
a . Thanks!

mailto:realcooltime@sympatico.ca
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