


ARE YOU

At a time when rock music and
its surrounding cults and
causes are about as threaten-
ing as 2 bowl of marshmallows,
Class War has initiated ROCK
AGAINST THE RICH in a concert-
ed attempt to put class polit-
ics back onto the political
agenda, using music as a
weopon

Of course, the idea of using
music to bring people together
under one roof and pass on
ideas is not a new one.
However, protest in musical
terms now means little more
than a tally-ho collection of
former tax-exiles regurgitating
a load of "isn't it awful”
rhetoric about injustices in
some far off land. And, with
the exception perhaps of "Live
Aid", the majority of working
class people have shown little
interest.

Unfortunately the overall
political situation is ever
less inspiring. While the

READY TO ROCK ?

for communities and people
involved in the real fightback
not some poxy leftie excuse
for one. Whether it be for the
people robbing coal trains in
South Wales or communities
resisting the destruction of
their territory by Urban
Development Corporations, dev-
elopers and plagues of "ok yah"
yuppies, R.A.R. will raise
money and provide a platform
for the people involved; from
publicising their cause to
planning offensives.

Tory government is calling all
the shots, the 'opposition' is
showing itself to be permanent-
ly on the defensive.

With a Labour Party that put
the "dead” into deadwood
containing more yuppies than a
Sloane Square knees-up, and
the rest of 'the left' reveil-
ling themselves to be about as
relevant as a jar of caviar at
a miners' gala, the prospects
of a credible opposition to
Thatcherism seem paper thin.

However, something utterly
ruthless has arisen from this
despair. Something that goes
far beyond the realms of
parliamentary politics...Yes!
it's ROCK AGAINST THE RICH!

The ultimate effect of ROCK
AGAINST THE RICH will be seen
on NATIONAL ANTI-YUPPIE DAY
planned for Saturday 1Oth
Setember.

The time to seize back cont-
rol of our lives, communities
and workplaces, and then ruthl-
essly hunt down our class
enemies is now. (S

We want to take politics
back to the grass roots, the
nitty-gritty. To the people
who are really 'facing the
music' in terms of their daily

&
struggles. »
We are organising benefits ARE YOU READY TO ROCK?! “ogtyws"

CLASS WAR would like to thank
all the bands who have offered
their services to ROCK AGAINST
THE RICH.

We do not have space to list
them all, but the response has
been extremely encouraging.

As well as the National Tour
gigs have already been held in
many parts of the country.

RAR

The first ever ROCK AGAINST
THE RICH gig was in Ayr in
Scotland. It was organised by
a band called Blam Blam YC who
are the support band in Glasgow

The gig featured The Cataran,
Blam Blam YC, the Wilderness
Children (support at Aberdeen),
Hee Haw, the Flat Stanley, the
Salt Cellar, Southern Approach
and Memphis Hipshake.

The Welsh band, Anhrefn, as
well as being support at Derby,
have also organised a RAR bene-
fit in Cafnewydd (Newport) on
4th August, featuring themsel-
ves, Cowboy Killers, Heb Gariad
and Ffa Coffi Bawb. The venue
is T J's bisco.

Anhrefn are also headlining
at a London Class War organised

The Message Spreads...

gig at the Tunnel Club on Friday RAR will have in their city,

27th July, supported by Mega
City 4 and the Signon Valley
Rangers. The week before, on
22nd July, the same venue also
hosts a RAR benefit with

and have banned the Rock
Against the Rich concert.
However, we have managed to
book an alternative concert in

—TOUR '88

Featuring

Aberdeen on the same night,.
See elsewhere for details.

Hackney

This cancellation is not too
dissimilar from the trouble we
had trying to put Joe Strummer
on at the Hackney Empire in
East London in May. We were
told that the venue was "not
suitable” for the likes of
Strummer because of the expect-~
ed noise levels. However,
suprise, suprise, the Green
Wedge organisation managed to
put on a benefit there on 3rd
July featuring...Joe Strummer.
0dd that, isn't it? We wonder
whether this is due to Class
wWar promising some of the
proceeds to squatters who had
only recently been evicted by
Hackney Council...who also
fund the Hackney Empire...!

Isle of Dogs

And last of all, a minor set
back in the Isle of Dogs, East

Culture Shock and Hotacacio.

A South London band called
the Disposessed have organised
a concert on 2nd July in Lewis-
ham featuring themselves and
Beethoven.

There have also been gigs in
Dover (the Cropdusters, the
Four Guns and the Birdhouse)
plus, of course, the two Joe
Strummer gigs in London; the
first in Brixton where the
support was provided by One
Style and Spartacus R, and the
second in Camden with World
Domination Enterprises and

Cancelled

On the negative side, we
have also suffered a number of
cancellations. The most major
one is the 12th August date in
Dundee Caird Hall. Unfortunat-
ely the venue is run by the
local council, who are obvious-
ly worried about what impact

T O U

AGAINST
THE RICH

London, where a free all-day
Rock Against the London Dock-
lands Development Corporation
gig had been organised for the
9th July at a community city
farm. Unfortunately the manag-
ement committee who run the
farm decided to pull out at the
last moment following - we
think - pressure from the LDDC
who threatened their grant.

Still, after all this, ROCK
AGAINST THE RICH is still
spreading.

We still have a lot of bands
who've offered to play RAR
gigs who have yet to be given
a chance to play. If you want
to organise a gig in your town
then drop us a line as soon as
possible and we'll put you in
touch with local bands.

JOE STRUMMER

AND THE LATINO
ROCKABILLY WAR

ONE STYLE %

PLUS SUPPORT

JULY
13th LEEDS IRISH CENTRE
with Tapestry Sky
14th DERBY COFETTIS
with Anrefn
15th LIVERPOOL ROYAL COURT
with The La's
DONCASTER, Bl
WELFARE with The Way
SHEFFIELD LEADMILL
with Western Promise
18th BRISTOL BIERKELLER

with The Family

16th

17th

19th MERTHYR TYDFIL DOLLARS NIGHT

CLUB with Foreign Legion
21st EXETER ST.GEORGES HALL

with Vibe Tribe
23rd POOLE ARTS CENTRE

with The Cropdusters

SOUTHAMPTON MAYFAIR
with Flik Spatula
25th BRIGHTON CONCORD
with The Four Guns
26th BRIGHTON CONCORD

24th

with 5 Star Rock&Roll Petrol

STER, BRODSWORTH MINERS

28th SWANSEA MARINA NIGHT SPOT

with Ray Moses

bucusT

1st

2nd

3rd

S5th

9th

10th

11lth

12th

NORTHAMPTON ROADMENDER CENTRE
with Magnolia Seige
BIRMINGHAM POWERHOUSE

with Kiev Exocet

NOTTINGHAM ROCK CITY

with The Counting House
MANCHESTER INTERNATIONAL 2
with Bradford

BRADFORD PALM COVE CLUB
with Dhanak

GLASGOW BARROWLANDS

with plam Blam Y C

HULL, THE TOWER

with Death By Milkfloat
NEWCASTLE MAYFAIR

with The Magic Bastards
EDINBURGH COASTERS

with 0i Polloi

ABERDEEN NORTHERN HOTEL
with The Wilderness Children
and The Pink Death

%X IT’S COMPETITION TIME

As most regular“Class wWar"
readers will know, Saturday
10th September has been decla-
red "National Anti-Yuppie Day™
We expect a massive response
across the country. However, it
is likely that most of what
occurs will be conveniently
"overlooked" by the press so
that people think it's a flop.
Therefore we are asking 'YOU,
our readers to tell us what ig
going on in your area.

We want YOU to write a story
dbout anti-yuppie activity
where you live, and the best
one will earn you a special

ROCK AGAINST THE RICH prize, of:

a fabulous RAR Tour'88 t-shirt,
a éopy of Joe Strummer’'s latest
single "Trash City”, and a
year's free subscription to
CEASS WAR. Send you entries by
September 30th to: CLASS WAR,

P O BOX 467, LONDON E8 3QX.

STRUMMER SPEAKS

SOME PEOPLE WOULD SAY THAT IT
would be pretty hard to find
somebody more suited to head-
ing a ROCK AGAINST THE RICH
tour than Joe Strummer.

As frontman for The Clash,
the songs he wrote and sang
back in 1977 are probably more
relevant now than ever before.

"White Riot” could easily
have been written about the
‘rural riots' that have been
erupting around the country
over the past year or so.

"Career Opportunities® just
about sums up the plight of
the youth of the eighties;
forced into crappy, low paid
jobe and training schemes by
Social Security cuts.

Rich

Some people have pointed out
that Strummer is hardly a
pauper, so what's he doing
Rocking Against the Rich?

However, in this nice capit-
alist society of ours it's
near impossible to become a
well known musician WITHOUT
making some money! It's the
rich record company bosses who
make a fortune doing bugger
all who are the real parasites.

There have also been a fair
number of complaints about how
Joe has "sold out" since '77.

“"Yeah, I probably have." He
told a Class War reporter.
"But then I think people
expect too much from me. There
ia a lot of pressure to live
up to other peoples' expectat-
ions, to be their 'leader’' or
something. It just can't be
done. You always end up let-
ting someone down and then you
qget slagged off.

“After all, who am I? I'm
just a bloke who plays the
guitar - badly! - Why do they
expect me to know everything,
to be their 'leader'? Nobody
asks tennis players what they
think about this and that, so
why expect me to know all the
answers?"

Leaders

This is true. Class War have
always decried anyone who puts
their faith in 'leaders',
whether they be self-appointed
spokespersons for the working
class, or 'radical’' rock musi-
cians. They will always sell
out in the end, however good
their intentions may be,
because 'the System' always
manages to either suck them
bakec in, or make them totally

ineffective, Capitalism is
stronger than any ind{vidual
leader, and the only way we
can ever hope to change any~
thing is by acting collective-
ly, without relying upon any
figureheads.

Punk

The trouble with the punk
movement from which The Clash
emerged, was that it was
mainly about clothes and music

ing thosae in the music press -
have tried to imply that Joe
is naive or ignorant about
Class War's politice. Rowever,
he's no fool. He told us
"These people (Claaa War supp~
orters) have been coming to wy
gigs for years. I know what
they're into. I just wanna do
something for them now.™

He says the tour should pro-
vide a platform for people whoe
are trying to do something

positive, "fighting back,
standing up for themsslves and
that. 1 hope 1it'll encourage
more people to do likewise."
On the mumic front he thinks
it'11 give a chance to some of

"The politics was all a load
of rhetoric", says Joe. “There
was nothing concrete behind it,
no action or anything.
“Everybody thought that wear
ing certain clothes and playing

punk music would change the
world, but it didn't.”

And it never can. The system
will always try and cash in on
any movement that is b
‘cultural' things like music.

“In '77, all the record
companies were fighting each
other to sign up every punk
band going. In the end, most
people ended up being more in-
terested in being rich and

famous than changing anything."”

Joe hasn't exactly received
brilliant coverage from the
press for his involvement with
Class War and Rock Against the
Rich.

"They're scared that their
cushy, middle-class jobs might
be at risk. They can handle
stuff like Mandela or Amnesty,
because it's about things
going on in faraway places.
None

hexe.*

Class War

Most of the journalists who

have interviewed him - includ-

d upon

of these things are about
people trying to change things

the many good bands around the
country to get heard who don't
usually get a chance "because
they don't make songs like
George Michael."

“The record bosses control
virtually everything that gets
played. T want people to see
Rock Against the Rich and
realise that they can play
what they want and nat what
they'’'re told to."

Guttersnipes

Back in the seventies, éven
before Thatcher cam to power,
Joe Strummer sang about the
rich: “They think they're mo
clever. Thay think they're so
right. But the truth is only
known by guttersnipes.”

And {n "White Riot":

"All the power in the hands of
the people rich enough to buy
it. while we walk the streets
too chicken to even try it."
1f Rock Against the Rich ims
about anything, it's about us
- the guttersnipes -~ showing
that form now on, WE AIN'T TOO
CHICKEN TO TRY IT:

BADGES

NOW AVAILABIE.......... e

ROCK AGAINST THE RICH BADGES,
one inch diameter, black logo
on white background. Send 25p
per badge plus SAE to LONDON
CLASS WAR, PO Box 467, “Tondon

R.A.R.
BENEFIT %
SINGLE

Welsh band ANHREFN are bring-
ing out a ROCK AGAINST THE

Side 1:"Be Nesa '89" (What
Next '89); Side 2: “Bach Dy

is £1.00 from: ANHREFN,

RICH benefit single on lst Aug.

Ben" (Cocky Little Twat)., Cost

Oonllwyn, Maesincla, Caernarfon,

E8 30X.

Gwynedd LL55 18T, P

BUY 1T Now/




